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From Florence A, Kirk
Ginling College, Chengtu

Sunday morning, April 14

Dear lMrs, Macmillan,

It is a long time since I have written you, and some time ago I
suggested to Lillien that I might vrite the news to give her a change.

I hope it will get finished, and asf arws I can see it ought to.

Lillian told me of your wish that we should report more of Dr. Wu's
addresses given here; I think that is an excellent suggestion., It ought
to be easy to send you an occasional outline anyway. Vie are expecting
Dr. W back today from the Feople's Frolitical Council, though exact times
of departure and arrival do not belong to this situation. Yesterday at
the Border Research lleeting, we had two young Frenchmen as guests,--
scientists going into the north regions, The man introducing them laugh-
ingly said, "They expect to arrive back, londay, lMay 13, at 5 peme"--
which aroused an appreciative laughter.

On Thursday afternoon Lillienend I did get started on time--in the
truck arranged for by the Language School to go to Kwanhsien to see the
Opening of the Viaters, It is a real event, of course, and we found we
could fit it in with our schedules; it was such arelief to have a means
of speedy conveyance,--two hours each way., Ve started from the campus at
3:30, and reached home the next dayabout 7:30 pems We sat on our bundles
of bedding, and were quite comfortable, and though the road wes rutted and
uneven, the weight of the truck seemed miraculously to make the ruts dis-
appear, There were 27 of us altogether, the Language School group and
various other friends and acquaintances. The countryside was rreen with
vivid new leaves, wheat in head, Chinese clover--a mauve pink, tobacco
plants just newly transplanted, rape in the pod, and & new king of croy
none of us could identify but which may have been castor bean. Along
the road the breaking of stone went on; there were detours where culverts
were being remade, and occesional patches of newly surfeced road. One of
the students, in a page I enclose, describes scmething alout this roed-
maling which is going on in sc many places.,

In Kwanhmien, we stayed at the C.I.M,, putting dovn our bedding in

I rooms end on open porches, We went foraging for supper, and for
phenomenally little got a ~ood supper in a tiny roadside resteurent --
mien, bao-dze, tea, The next morning we went to the Second King Temple
to see the ceremony of the killing of the pipg, and the offerings, but we
were misinformed, and after seeing the gorgeous temple (such wonderful
detzil in gold-leaf work, carving of wood, colored porcelain on top of roofs,
the satisfying up-turned corners, and en abundence of tiny figures, comic
end otherwise, on roofs) we went down the gorge, walkec along the rope bridge
made out of many strands of bamboo twisted togethexy aldng the dike whic!
wes later on to be broken to let the water through. As one looked at the
stream bed, the one half was flowing fast, and the other half practically
drye. The dike was to be broken and part of the water diverted into the emptv
half, to be released end to go along the fields of Szechuan pleain, n to

fill our ditches on this campus, and to flood the rice fields in o

weeks!' time,




Vle got a | i place on the benk and sat down to wait till noon,
lhere was quite a distance slong the dike where the kets were
not piled ;; to strengthen it, and around the tripod poles wnlch made
the dike at this part wasa bamboo rope going to our side of the s hore,
which was tobe used later on by 27 men to pull down, one by one, the
whole section of dike., Thereweas a good deel of good-natured laurhter
at the expense of some boyvs and men who acrambled across the dry stones
in f ront of the bed where the vaters were tobe let in, the tea51ng
seying, "Watch out, or you'll be swept aviay by the current." The laugh-
ter made the hardy ones run but no one was caucht, e were fascinated
by the erowds, ant-like processions along the ;;ndle of the river on
the raised bank lined with baskets of stones, and on our side of the river
half a mile away, issuing out of & nice gate on the very horizon where
the city wall meandered in mejesty. I will not hazard a guess at the number
of people, but there must have been many thousands, Behind us on the hill
wes another blue-clothed throng which reminded me of the Bible pictures
which showed a multitude listening to Jesus. At the very top of the hill
was an old fortification, a watch tower half broken down; this formed the
apex of the picture, and in a cone spread out the weiting people, Round
us on the higher edge of the brnk was another erowd, boy scouts, bound-
footed women, children, coolies, and occasionally a coolie with & badge
showing he was one of the men needed for the work,

Towards noon a good deal of hacking went on near the first part of
the section whichwasto be pulled away, and about 12:30 the pistol cracked

0
from the gay pavilionvhich sheltered the notables, Lin Sen, etc. The
bamboo rope joining the first tripod was cut away, the cable grew taut,
and down went the first tripod, snd a small streem of water poured over the
dry bed., A shout went up, and all the people round us threw stones into

the water to get good luck. The rope tightened and the second tripod
went down, and e torrent of water rushed down. The loosened poles were
rescued and brought back. The bamboo rope t ying the poles wgs gathered

up gleefully. There wes atense moment when two men near +the heavy current
vere caught in the rush of water, but they manared to keep their feet and
scrambled up onto the stones., £And for more than 2 ,V00 years this same

ceremony has been enacted, just in t“is hrivitivc way=--no sign of an en-

e}

rine, of mechanization, »Lt it works fallibl: 2t was in my mind as I

watched the incenious method of r(;cxfxn" the

Back we went in the jolly ¢ rowd which dared nyone to hurry throuch
beyond the usual leisurely pace of the erowd itselfs The pavilion emptied
at once, the band disappeared, the throngs of boy scouts were not to be
seen, As we went beck we had excellent views of the vwhole gorre and the
aters pouring along both beds. In olden days the official who presided
over the rites tried, in order toget a rood year's luck for the province,
to beat the waters bﬂch to Chengtu--eight hours bp sedan chair, if the
carriers were changed--and he usueally did,

Faster Day, the climax of a fine week of speciel morning worship serv-
ices, was as lovely as ever., All week we had special speakers, and the big
poster on the door between the living-reoom (where chapel is held) and
dining-room announded the subject each day., The girls enjoyed them very
much. Thursday night in the ch"el of the Woman's College we had the
cormunion service led by liiss Spicer, and addreseed by Frank Price, On




Sunday morning we were able to have the 7 o'clock service out of doors
(though the week had been dull and rainy, and it was first thought it

would have to be indoors) on the lawvm at the Farfits just behind the Bi-
clogy building. From ten to seven & stream of girls and faculty went in
that direction, each ceprying a dining-room stool for her chair, The first
rosebuds were just showing pink, but mei-hwa and the songs of birds cheered
us. On the quiet morning air, the organ notes burst in awe-inspiring ways,
and the songs of taster morning were full of meaning., Eva spoke, and the
choir sang; Stella was et the organ, One Freshman girl joined the church
at the U o'clock Vandeman service.,

ie have all been interested in hearing Dr. Leighton Stuart when he
visited Chengtu recently, I heard him twice; once was on Sunday afternoon
when he spoke to the Nanking Fellowship Group and the Ginling faculty
were invited to tea at Esther Slooum's and to his informal talk afterwards,
I think we have a better view of Chine now than before, Yenching heas had
its own troubles, but seems to have weathered s good manycrises without
much demage. He gave the highest tribute to his staff, none of whom left!
He was concerned, he seid, that the cause of this country should nat be
demeged by the old evils of government that for centuries had sepped its
strength and were still a danger,

The new unit for our faculty et the Woman's Collegevas f inally com-
pleted three weeks ago, drain and all, It wes a long grind for Miss Streeter
to keep at the men and the contrector, or builder rather, to finish it up.
le guaranteed occupancy February 15! The people living there had a house-
warming for us one Thursday night, and we were all delighted with the fresh-
rness and quiet of the house. The faculty living there cre: Dr. Reeves,

Wu Mei-ling, Mrs. Tung (librarian), Miss Yen, Dzo Yu-lin, Hu Shij-tseng.

Their man-servant brings over their breakfast from the d ormitory, and they
come here for the other meals, So far, Dr. Reeves has b een eating Chinese
food, but she will likely take some foreign food soon, for as werm weether
comes on it isn't so good for a steady diet., Most of us were too lazy to
move, but we felt a little envious at their attractive quarters; the rooms
are smell, but the furniture hes been mede to fit into a small room, and
the result is that the rooms look much more spacious than ours in the
dormitory, The furniture bought by Voman's College is modernistic, and so
attractive,

e feel that we have been guite a nuisance to various households in
this matter of getting foreign food the last two years, especially a bother
to Woman's College. Therefore, the plan to use the house of the Dye's seems
like a good way out for the next yeer, Last night some of us met to dis-
cuss ways and means, and consider the information gathered by Ruth (number
of bedrooms, ways of heating, furniture left for our use, cook who might
be housed there, etc.,) We would like to have some Chinese, tut if those
who want foreign food are to be there, that may take all the space, TWe
think five or six could live there, and we may be able to set a room next
door at the Slocum's where one person could stay. Some problems are sup-
plies, and we wondered, lirs, Macmillan, if you might tell the new people
coming out that we would appreciate it if they could pack in any odd spaces
in their luggege the f ollowing things, in order of importance. (It seems
such a job to order from Shanghei and ask others to see it through customs,
(‘tC./:




baking powder (or the ingredients.=-We can get bean flour here
cheaply for the filler--at home we would use
cornstarch)

coffee

cocoa

bar chocolate

one or two tins of mustard

We don't say what quantities, for we wouldn't advise bringing a whole
separate order, but thought if three or four were coming, a few in each
person's luggage might see us through all right,

The discussion groups meeting each Sundey night after the evening service
are creating a good deal of interest. The first was, "Why do I want to live?"
and the two ten-minute speeches were given by Ir, Willmott (Can. Mission)
end Djang Hsiang-len, Last week the topic was, "Is there a God?" The
speskers were Chen Djung-fang of the Chinese department, and Y. G. Chen of
the NCC., Their speeches were excellent, but too long to allow any time for
discussione /e Yo Chen knows hnow to get the students' attention; he is a
drematic and challenging speaker, and the turnout for last Sunday was
quite big. Tonight the subject is, "Is women's work--outside of the physical--

1
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of the same nature and end as man's?"

On Friday started the discussion group for the faculty, to meet on
three successive Frideys, 7 =« 8 pe.ms, on the following subjects:

Problems on New Constitutions - led by a Cheloo professor, Djang Beh<hwsa.,
Problems on Border Region - lir, Ko Hsiang Chu
International Problems - Frenk Price or Andrew Roy

This is one concrete result of the Faculty Retreat. Another is that the
students, who need speciel food cen now have it prepared in the kitchen,
after a doctor's certificate gives the specific dijet required., There are
interesting plens for faculty recreation, as e nother concrete r esult: one
faculty meeting had an hour's fun and simple refreshments; a volley-ball
rame with the s tudents has twice been scheduled, but had to be postponed on

eccount of rain,

Miss Highbeugh was in Chengtu for a couple of weeks about the time of the
NCC meetingse. She was at Ginling a good deal for Bhe wented to interview
Ginling girls to see who would be interested in going out to Jenshow for
six weeks this summer for a special project, I think she secured ®n very
fine students, but needs a Physical Educetion person yet and a music student,
She had personal interviews, and thought this was the best way, though it
did teke a lot of time and plenning to see students., She
for a summer's work, She had had a bad throat, but looked much better

being here a week, There are numerous problems to meet, of course, but
they seem to be doing afine piece of work,

£ er
VeI

The Music Department hes announced a song contest and another contest

to compose suitable music for the songs. Soon begins the frequent events

L ¢ ¢ 1
of the final weeks of the year: Physical Education field meet; English Club
progremme (two plays and several numbers of poetry chorus); student recitals;

student party for the seniors (eerly in May); sophomore party for the




seniors (early in June), The theses are getting into final form. Tva

spoke about what atime she was having correcting the {irst draftaf one

of her theses: the thesis was written on the cheap paper we use, and it

was so thin she couldn't erase, and it wouldn't take ink, so the corrections
had tobe done on separate paper} Here are some of the thesis topics:

English: Two Problems Treated in lModern Thesis Plays (industrialization,

gt &

and women's indepandence)
A Study of Different Christian Attitudes Towards Communism
A Study of the Works of John Macllurray
Physical Education: Recreation in Chinese Homes
Sociology: Survey of the Viomen Workers in China Industrial Co8peratives
Popular Reading in China Todaey
Chemistry: Students' Attitudes to the Family

Thursday: this shows what comes of rood resolutions!
—————e———

On Sundey afternoon Lillien and I went to the Y.ii.C.A. to see the
exhibition of peainting of a Mr, Liang, one of three artistic brothers,
He has peinted 200 pictures to show the effect of the war on China, and
hopes to teke his collection to America, Australia, etc.,--not to get fame
for himself, but to help Chine's cause sbroad. One series is in oils-=-all
aeroplane pictures, historical paintings of ectual dog-fights in this war:
this plane went down in flames over lanking on--(and he gives the day);
this fight took place over Lanchow, this over Sian, this over Hankow, They
are plenes as they look from the air--quite a novel form, and I am wondering
how aviators will regard them, He spent some time at the air-field here,
learning types of machines, etc,

But the interesting ones are those done with the Chinese brush, scenes
of battle or civilian life interrupted by war: some Buddhist nuns using
Singer sewing machines for making hospital supplies; a deserted city,
showing e city gate, with the only sipn of life a f lock of goats outside
(by the way, he's an expert on sheep and goats); a peaceful Chinese family,
and approaching them two soldiers on horseback, their horses plowing threugh
the rice-=fields, terror painted onthe family's face; a line of amels in
the north bringing in supplies; the panic at a city gete as three aeroplanes

appear in the sky; China Industrial Colperatives (weaving, spinning, etc.);

4
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refugees on the march; an aviator coming home; & woman and her two children
outside a ruined home; a Chinese woman soldier in the north; a farmer and
his son using unaccustomed guns from ambush; an aviator mending his clothes;
men filling the tanks; girl scouts soliciting funds in Chungking; wo 's
comfort corps in hospitals; Dr, Sun's mausoleum looking quiet and peaceful
with an autumn-leafed tree in the foreground; barbed-wire entanglements;
soldiers in the snow; men sweeping a landing field clear of snow, etc., et

You would enjoy it so much, and I hope you can see it when it goes west,
fore intensely significant are the pictures when one can read the Chinese
poems that seem to fit the conditions now., The crowd that day wes most

interested.
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On Saturday this week the new Student Center on this campus is to be
dedicatedy; and there are to be pictures and talkies taken by the Des Moines
radio man, This morning Ettie went to Li Dze-djen's spinning exhibitione-
1,000 men in CIC spinning, a display for the same photographer. I hope she
got some good pictures, From 4 - 6 the same afternoon was the Indoor Meet
of the Physical Education Department, and the end of the Posture Competition--
our living-room has some very frightening pictures of what happens to the
spine and the vital organs when we do not stand straight} Mrs. Macmillan, she
received your telegram yesterday and wondered why you had not gotten the
films already, for she thought they had been s ent you about a month ago.

Yesterday in the weekly assembly period (5 - 6 on Wednesday) the faculty
played against the s tudents in volley-ball, and got & bad beating., Eve and
I were attending e weekly meeting and did not get to it. On Monday in
memorial service, we listened to Mother Chao, the Mother of the Guerrillas.
I only wish I had had a movie camera to caepture the intense interest shown
on the faces of the girls as they listened to this energetic, 60-year-old
women, & commanding figure whom they wanted passionately to hear, Our room
could have been filled two or three times with studdnts of other colleges
here who wanted to hear her also. She more than fills any room where she
speaks,

I understand Dre, Wu isn't coming back today but will be here soon.
With the best of good wishes to you, Mrs, Macmillan,
Sincerely yours,

s/ Florence A. Kirk
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Ginling College,
Chengtu, Szachwen,

ery Friend,

Creciirce on thic glorious Autumr ncrnivg, PLe sur 18 hrighte
ovr tee-cfter grey ekies, sand makiag the house interinre - The
special flower of China at this season- the chrysanthemum - is vivid, dut
ons cold night mede these hardy flowers droop. Shy vidlets sprinkled
on the lawn remind me how inside out this climate is, We have just
transplented lettuce and celery out-cf-dcors, and leet Saturday I had
a new experiences -helping to piek our lemon erop (123 1emons!) There
were stil1l lemon blossomk on the trees, Ve miss the autumn colorss; ecven
vet most tPees mre green, The L. ¢ .occs rre ¢ pclder glorv,

hie year six of our foreign staff have a mission house on Baptist
Row while the family is on furlough in the United States, Our "Paradise
on West Chira campus”- as one Chirese visitor called it when he saw it
in the moonlight -~ is one half a duplex(plus the dig central living-rcem)
s 8 story and & half plaster construction building, The grounds are
most satisfying:s lawn, double row of strange varieties of bemboos,
girries, ehrysanthhmums, rose bushes, e4e, Lillien is happily situated
just round the corner with the Mauser-Day household, but I often’ she were
here with me, 4+t is a grest joy to have & plsees of our own, The big
living-room is ind emand for Faculty Retreast, cless gatherings, par ties
of tutors and "tutees", committee meetings, ke, The faculty ceme to
tea on reguler days, slternating with the two other dormitories,

Housekeeping is never dull in Chine, Ve hnve the uncomfortable
certainty thet we are being "squeezed” generously, At any rate,it
is good to have servents who never complein about guestsy &rd enterteinims,
for a good deal goes on, Some of us are beginning to "catch® up" on
our sacial obligations of the past two years, OCur Chinese langkuge
is limited, end we get some surprising reaulits, Foy instence, when
Ruth kept insisting that we heve "sweet rotetoes”, we were given "sweetl-
sned  t-lakh potetnres, <o well camoufleged with beef grevy, thet we
thought we were getting the real thing, The ccok didn't understand her
term for sweet potatoes., Our cooills who scruds floors, ecarries water,
coal, eshes, tends FR3&k$ stoveafjﬁeole vegettblag, ebe, tes £ Very
veet emile, Sut he's deaf, and we are never sure how our orders are
zoing to be carried out, For instance, when I sent him to Mrs. Mouser's
or o basket of "hairy rlums” she had drought us from the mounteins, he
mede a mistake, went to Mrs, Hibberds, demanded the plums, and brought
home some, Abouttwo weeks later, when I was trying to find the owner of
the basket, I found out the error, Mrs, Hibbardfpf{en have 8 good laugh
sboutthose plums,

.. The cooks have anfintimate understanding about prices, borrowing
’pom esch other, ebe, I was astonished several times to find =2 cook
'rom neerby in our kitchen pulling pens of cookiesout of the oven, 2nd
‘resh biscuits at breakfast ¢ime, It turned out thet his stove wesn't
verv geod, sro this wes an easy mekwshift) Cf cour se  our hguaehold

henefits too, for cups have Eé;;culousl appeered when, more than

seven ampdered for tea( ALK 134 Himbes# was seven, snd some of those

wapd beautifnlly rivetted), we Bed individual custsrds vhen we owned no
custerd cups, we had salad dressing when our vinegar ween't vet hrewed,’
sk46. Te Wove e rule nows that we shell know what borrowing takes place,
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Quite & 1littile drame was enected 1n our beck-yerd on Thursday
efternoon from 1 to 2. Ve were getting in five tons of cozl, ¥e had
been “~nld that the coldlies who bring the coa 1l hed 39 different triecks
to get the best of the patron(hiding piecesof eoal in the empty beskets,
hiding pieces in their long garments that they took coff as they beecame teo
hot at work,fekke seales,ete, The racket is recogniged, and whatever they
can get awy with they are paid for by the coel-merehant, Ve were
determined that 2t least they should be watched! Se four amateurs
gathered in the back yard witk the coal baskets 211 around, and the
weighing was started, %¥e had been cenny enough te borrow 2 neighbor's
scal es, Ruth and Catherine had penciles and paper to record tho‘weifhtc;
a guest saw to the scales, and I was just & pair of eyes at work, t wve
importent to see that no besket was weighed a second time, no pieces of
coal transferred from » weighed bacsket to one still unweighed,etc, OCne
difficulty was that there were so meny coolies that we knew we were no
match for their organizstion, Well, we discovered fve triekss the twe
queer~looking individuals who did the weighing 14fted the baskets up
from the ground, but they pushed their elbows against the scales, put thiir
apif down from above, shoved against the basket with their knees, stepped
on & piece of rope conveniently hanging from below the baskets, One time
I saw the knee movement clearly =though it was diffierlt to perceive it,
for the man wore 2 long gowne and I insisted that the besket be r-eweighed,
The next time, it was five pounds lighted, The fifth triek was that
es I was locking the coel-house door, » coolie carried out & long pieces
of lumber, I didn't know whether itwasoursoor not, so I said,"Is that
lumber yours?"” Another men answered quickly,"Ho,it's not ours.,” A mingte
lzter and it would heve been theirs beyond a doubt, That our eves
became more slert was proved by the fact that the baskets got o nsistently
lighter, Aleo one mystery was that though before we started weichéing both
Catharine and I counted 32 beskets, there were finally 33! And there
were 33 empty beskets to prove it,

We are fortunete in having an excellent cook., His brown and white
bread disappearsiso fest thet it must seem diseouraging, His days are
busy enough, for he refines suger, mekes home-made postum, refines
salt, makes vineger, in addition to the regular jams, mermelades, and
pickles, The tsble-boy has a daily chore before breakfast ~to make th e
butter from cream skimmed off the pan of boiled milk, He puts the cream
in 2 bowl, and beats it with = s~oon, Ve get enough for breskfast, but
generelly we use peanut butter for other meals,.,, anexcellent grade of
peanut butter made by our Soeiclogy Department in = projecet for needy
women, We felt recently that the milk wa getting poorer and poorer, When
we tested it with a lactometer,we found it head 62 7 water added! The
protest has been showing results, but we never knowv how long the eresm
content will bde up to standard, A story is told here about = miesionary
who thought lotsof water was going into his milk, FEe took azn ordinary
clinieal thermometer out to the kitehen, plunged it into the mhlk, =nd
said, "And it's rain water too!" Whereupon the cook protested,"No, it's
quite clean water,"

On the campus this year are 1,800 studente, belonging to five
institutions, I feel the faculties are reelly getting scquainted and
learning to c-cperate, The Five Universities" Feculty Chd stian Followehip
which meets on one Satumday afternoon each month has brought the teschers
together in quite a wonderful way, Last summer we had joint_@nccaloaurato
and Commenecement services - on achievement in co~operati on, invelving
cereful planning and thought, The students are learning to know their




- 3 - i L3 /‘
H - "
e

brothers and sisters from other parts of China, but there are jeslousies
and misunderstandings still, The Btudent Centre opened last spring filles
a greaet need , and a vidit there after supper shows filled rooms with
students playing 2ll kinds of gemes, reading, chatting, while typewr iting
clasces and committee meetings are going on in emall rooms, Now the
student bodies of the institutions are busy giving programmes for relief;
for the students in Kunming who logt everything in recent bombéings,

for winter germents for soldief?,jfor famine erezs in the north, webks,
There is no audéilotium em the cempus which begins to hold eny crowd that
gathers for a concert, One night there was & movie outside, and the loud
dpeéker blared all over the cempus, Church services are mueh better atten ed
and choirs and glee cludbe attaining higher etandards, Xé& "The Megeiah"’
is in preparating for Christmes week, and soonwe shell be hesring cerols,

There is more and more exchange of students, psrticularly for
advanced cnurses, One good exsmple of co-operation is that in the Sociology
department, Dr, Lewis Smythe of the University of Nanking is giving two
courses just for Ginling students, no student of that university having
elected them, Dr, Liu En-len gives geography courses for West China, and
so it goes, In religiou s groups there is & fine mixing of students, Al so
in the Internstionsl Relatione Club, end English Club, various universities
unite, There are various wall-rewspapers on bulletin bosrds here and
there: Mathematies Club; Science JournaljEnglish Club,ete, Now that the
price of paper has sosred, this is an efficient and interesting wey of
broadcesting, Boerd hes risen sherply, end many students woubd have to
leeve school if it were not for speeial greants given to them., To give
butritious feod within a possible figure is not easy; the students say they
ere slvays Bungry, Most of them have little money these days to go tothe
"TipTop" restawmant just off the e¢em pus, or to go out to buy oranges, eggs
\27°c ents each), cendy, cookies, which used to fill out their sparse
diets, In some pleces in this province there is a noticeable increase of
beri-beri smong students, The faculties-especially the lower-salaried
clerks and offiece-staffs of middle s chools, end some universities,<have
struck in protest at unchanged saslaries in the face of the sharp rise of
rice and other commodities, The Gpvernment is subsidizing for rice, and
trying to meet the situation, FIf thé price index is-—aet o 100 in-the .
epring 1937, prices.jumped to 400 in August, and ere now more than 700,
Some families pay 907 of their szlary jJust to buy riee; This means thét they
heve l1ittle ' ‘vegetabled and no meat, and almost never any new clothes, The
sad fact isthat they are under nourished and ill~-cl ad,

Yeaterday afternoon we had the keen enjoyment of heoaring a young

Frenech explorer geographoﬁ and geologliet) speak at a meeting of the
Border Regions Society, e and his fraédnd last May were visitors at the
society's meeting,and sterted off north gafly, They wanted to chart the
course of a river previously unexplored, They reached a pert where
anarchy reigned, where tribal chieftains had control, and there his
ftiend was murdered by a party that attacked the grasup-af five men on 2
narrow mountain pass, All their equipment, maps and inetruments were
loet, Recently this one man rretuned to Tachienly, after five months
awey from newspapers, snd found he was & man without = countryk, and
without a job, As far as eny news is conc erned, he is without a family
too, He paid a tribute to his gallant friend who had died for an

ideal, without wealth, without honor, This chap is trying to arrange to
Join Frence's Free army in Africa, Nis simply told aecount of the
catastrophe was moving, revedling the fundemental heroism of pioneers,
and of the stark realiem of regions where no good government is in




control.

China is more and more o nscious of her border peoples, The governors

of these prrovinces are co-operating with the Central Government, and it is
8 literal fact that there hasyever before in China's history been such
unity, When I think of China's weeknesses, I remember the enormity of
the task of controlling this continent of & nation, There were 70°
milliones in this one provinece before it was divided two years ago!
So meny of her probleme are aggravated becauee of the very extent, the
sharp variations in customs and lenguage,ete, Th¥s esummer from this
campus & group of 80-90 college students spent their weeation emong the
Gerung tribe in the nerthern pert of Sgzechwan, and what enthusiastie
reports they brought back of their own people(Chinese, though origind 1y
from quite different stock), their friends made this summer, their
fascirating tribel songs and dances, their independent characger and friend-
liness, The students wel ked for seversl days to their working centres, did
heslth, politicel, and educaticnal propeagande, and were more helped
than the people they went to serve, They gave a progremme when they
returned, How I wish you could have been there to watch modern Chinese
students on the platform, and to see s Chinese sudience thrilled by what
they say of some of their own counrty, China is being discovered - bty
her own people, Perhaps some of you will reasd "Chine Rediscovers Her
West", the new mission study book, It is = great book,
November 25

No doubt wou will heve hesrd of Chine's troubles with Communi sm.
In recent months there #8%, in the north, clashes between @overnment and
Red armies, You can understand the nstural mi sund er st andings inevitable
between two groupe so differently constituted, but it seems as though
the main troubles were smoothed out, end that in certain areass the
Communists may have some part in making the new China, There are often
rumours of peace, toos; but the Centresl Government will heve none of them =
short of Jepan taking every soldier off the 20il of Chira, There are
counter-factions, ¢f o urse, profiteers, traitors, but what country does
not have the ssme diseases in wartime? Reconstruction goes on, The co-=
operatives thrill all who see them at work, and the land settlement schemes
of refugees is = romantic tale. Whet Joy there was at the news that the
Burma Road has been re-ocpened, Jt is becoming the mw object of atteck, bdut
supplies roll in over that same wonderful road, The evecuation schemes
in the case of possible armed ® nfliet de¥ween Ameriea and Japan, {s
causing disturbance in eastern China, but the movements do not seem to
apply to this interior provinee, Rumoursg is the new epidemic which
spreads worse than any plague, but we try to discréddit wild tales., The
students are remarkably calm and sensible, They streamedout to the o untry
during the four raids on Chengtu in October, but have been able to settle
down to work this month, Their good balance and sense of humour are
great quaelities in this time of stress,

One doesn't like to dwell long on the European situation and the
ordeal by fire that Englandis undergoing, I hate to think of France,
the Netherlands, Poland, Czechoslavakia, and the other o untries dai 1y
coming under the ironm heel of Nagiism, It is sad to think that the country
that gave ust he Christmaes tree and miny good carole should now have so
conpletely forgottem the angels' song, I wonder what Canada and United
States can do to make the 1ot of military dickators more difficult,

To you who believe in Christmas, T send the seasons’ greetings, and
\l good wishes for a good 1940, I hope to go on furlough in June’194;f




APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION

Name in full: Floremce Ada Kirk.
Home address: c¢/o my eldest brother, M. Roy Kirk, Maclennan, Ont., Canada.
Present addresst Ginlimg College, Chemgtu, Szechwan, China (until June 20, 1941).
Place of birth: Kirkton, Omt., Canadas.
Date of birth: April 15, 1902.
Nationality: British.
Summary of education:
1920 - graduated from High School, Regine, BSask.
1920-21 - ome year's training in educetion at Saskateon Normel School,
Saskatoon, Sask. 9
1922-8 - Undergraduate work at the University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Sask,
or: Eaglish; Minor: French.
1985 - B.A. with High Honors. ’ )
1927-9 - Helf time at M.A. degree work, and half time as Reader to the
English Department.
1989 - M.A. degree in Bnglish amd French.

8. Summary of professiomal work:

19883 - Teaching in a small town school, Salvador, Sask.

1985-7 - Teaching chiefly lsmguages in a combinatior Publie and High
Sechool, Boumty, Sask.

1927-9 - Half-time Reeder to the English Department, the University
of Saskatchewan.

19289-30 - Teacher of langueges at Yellow Grass, Sask.

1930-2 - Teacher of English at Regime College (Junior College), Regina, Sask.

1932-40 - Teacher of Emglish at Ginlimg College, Nanking, and later as
Chengtu, China. Since 1938, Head of the English Department.

Languages!

Frencht This was a favorite subject in High Sehool, and my Minor during
undergreduate and graduate work.

Latin: I have studied thie throughout High Sehool.

Greek: I have had J@nior Mestriculation Greek (three years of High
School Greek).

German: Ome year's study with privete tutor (a readinmg knowledge) .

My proposed field of study is in the field of Comparetive Literature.
I should like to become a cemdidate for the Ph.D. degree.

Date of probable entrance: September, 1941.

Academic Record: I have written to the Registrer, University of Saskatchewan,
Saskatoon, asking him to send an official transcript of my undergraduste and
graduate marks, directly to you.

Letters of Recommendation I have asked the Heads of the English and French
Departments, University of Saskatchewan, to write directly to you. Alseo
I have requested Dr. Stapleford, former president of Regina College, and
Dr. Wu Yi-feng, president of Ginling College, to write concerning my work
in these two institutionms.

Signed:
Florence A, Kirk
December 16, 1940
Chengtu, Sze.




Chengtu, Sundev, lehruary 9,1241

) o
Dear Mrsg, Macliillan, (AN\J /MA/WMAL.

I want to tell you about my holiday trip to Jenshow where I waw the
Ginling Rural Stetion in 2ction, It is 2 piece of courwg eous, inspired
work, a new thing i1 thst community, and indeed, » rare thing in the
interior, Those in chearge must find it a greast resvonsibidbity, for they
sre cherting out newv fieldes; sn the other hand, they see more clesrl v than
in long establicehed work the resultaof their effortas~which is a mést
satisfying thing, How I wish thet vou mirht see it, for when I was there
I thoneght to myskrf,"Well, T have heard a great desl 2bout Jenehow, but
I did nnot know it would be like thie.” And so I know that our reports
ore s imrerfect in prssing ~n the reality,

Five of us went to Jenchow, three nf these Ginlineg feculty:Ruth
Chester, Alice Settlemyer and I, Te oot ~wev just ¥in +ime +0 reesch there
on New }ear'; nvay And Lhie meant *hat ourt revral rag mana Aymengive than

igrrmem, 494 ' =M avaar@~nce tr~wal ia e ayirathry raan’

S 1. Jo ve hrd two davys'leisureiv itrsel turogn bLreufiful
countryside. The weather was dull, end chilly. e were told to put on
all the warm cloth es we had; for "You cannot be too warm"y I hed several
kayers on, cgshibns in the rickshaw, a stesmer rug, a hot water bottle,
You can victure our household ggttingstarted one Saturdey morning at
dawn({near seven o'clock),bedding rolls, wehbasing, camvn cots, beskets of
sandwiches, hot water bottles, rugs, sm2ll s itacasesy Jne nizht think

7o were off for s Polar expeditisn, Half en hour t» the Last Gate, and
taen we got the 1long distance rickshaws, and were off,

There is no more leisurely and interesting mode of travel than by
rickshawtthough if you heve no luzgage, 2 "hma kan" ise more comfortable),
Already the spell of the New lear season had descendad union the eountry:
n> one was in the fields 2t work; the graves were newly 1 ecoretsd with
white poper strezmers vuached in pattaras; At svery oarth shrine along ths

rosd someone 'vas buring a counls sticks of inconge; t1a hoarsez of the

tovms we passel through h~d thair reod =2ver Now Year strins "hova and at
bach 3ide of the doorwvayss neonla weras homweari bound for the feativitiasg
vayside restaurants no longor catared for custoners; tt wasdifficult

for the rickshaw coolies to get other coolims to change offs a fostive
«tmosphers w3 in the airy men on the roasd were carrving home larger nioecas
of fresh vork than usunly 7reen vegetables were drvinz on the fhatched
roofsgorav 9713 annearad hera aad theara, 13 1air 73 18+ sut.

v

) 2%cl w2131 over the bwauty ol (he sédoncs-w: % = ~~-raw —ntg - a-¥
fi~I-7~ of %y beans with nurvle bl=ack and white flowers, fresh neas
with white armd pfnk blossoms. 7Te passed from the l1avel nlain 2t the end
of the firstBRhelf day, and branched off a2t thesame time frnm the rivers;
in ve_set:ction re v9nt through first the reginn of the tvpicel¥ Chengtu
bemboo and willaw trees and "len-npu" into the rine rersion, and leter
into the spruce,fir, pistschio, pride of I&hdi=, ~nd "tung"oil trees,

“he farther v+ wont, the more low fields we sww {illed with =water, This
surprissd us for we had heerd 2 good de=2l of the drought thet threetened
famine unless rsins ceme to give moisture, Lest vear the farmers hnad
the same threzt end this year they heve been building hirher walls aronn

1

the fields, »nd conserving everv drop of water *thev could, ‘e srw seversl
farmers on onr returnt r»in buey a9t the hichar-well conatruetinn, lhe
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result wes twat we hed mirrors ~11 rlong the way, 2nd in then ~e 84w the
sverharcsing tung oil trees, the 1ine s »f blue figrres ~n their way to
market, the blue-gr=7 “wi1lls o°f the nlein, the picturesque wheelbarrow
plaques,

The hilly country did comethine to sur soulé..., gave us o sSeN8o of
exhilaretion after the deacd lavel A this Dlain. At the same time we
began to experience the trill o" the gpeedy dsescent as the rickshaw coolies
raced down the hills, a toe touching the ground now and then, ‘"hen the
thought ceme,"What if he ahould stumble nowi" we pvutit resolutely aside,
and heaved a bresth of relief when we resched the levele once more, The
second day we got into the mountain region with resl hair=pin curves and
longer steeper hills, The rickshaw went careéring down the slopes
wildly. Some of us preferred to walk across and down the cwrves and
find the ricksaws weiting for us at the foot. We hada gl orious hour 's
walk over the mountain with views op eitherhand one might g =@ lone dis*ane
to see, The general custom is for the coolies to get others totake the
rickshaws over the mountain. I got a woman as puller -~ & new exnerience
for me, She wasyoung and inexperienced, and thoueh T oid ed the hard
1ife that drives her to do such work, I was glad to = ee my original
coolie again, She hed help from behind, s woman and & boy snoving up the
hills,

Akce hed the only accident of the tfip - when going down a steep
hill, the coolie suddenly appeared up in the sir honeinz on to the shafts,
and the rickshaw suddenly overurned, vutting ALlice on the roasd, and
the coolie in the ditch. The coolie wes o bit shaken end dazed, but
Mice !

day.

anlv 2 fem escrantches on her wriet and some etiffnees the ne-?

The ferther away from Chengtuw e went, the more colorful the
country anpeardd, for the rane wns just coming into hloom, *ere and
there were the bright yellow natches, fresh and springlike, Occesional
floweringplum near & thetched farm house bhrightened our eyes,
£iougringpiug

The steying half way &t ean inn was the usual interesting
experience, Dark hedde-cended on us before our cois were put un and beds
mede by the aid of an oil lmamp with the tiny roudd wick thetis gotten from
the inside sheath of a wild grass, We had -&pper in & resteurant, Zood
hot “Yhinese food, end finished off at the hqk"ﬁth cnokes and orenges.

At dark the second dey we sew in front of us & four-tiered pegoda
end realized that Jenshow wes near, Just underneath is the Ginling
College Serviee station - perhaps & fitting symbol of the old looking on
at the new in China, It is an airy,graceful structure,oitifully
marked by neglect, We found a warm welcome from Mi{ss Highbaugh and her
workers and the dosen Giwling students who had gone out for service in @
holidays, Here,I felt, was another Ginling, 2 Ginling in a rural
community,

The week's activities that followed were heetiec enough, dut I
retired for two days because of a heavy cold, so saw only partef what
went on. Monday,Tuesday, Vednesday, the OQli&thlil&titilbt&tll square
open courtyard swarmed with country people, It made litt}e difference b
say to the farmers,their wives and children, and to the enshow towns-~
neople, "The Exhibit doesn't open till ten o'clokk, It 4s onlv 8130 now, ,
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The peopls answoredjYes,” and kept on with their observation of all the
peeparations going on, but did not think ofleaving and coming baek, In

the RE&82R4D dining-room, several Ginling girls were using Chinesebrush
for many posters; in one room the display of children's clothing was being
hung up, and roped off to kesp the crowd back; in another the exhibit of
children's toys and playthings was prenared, in another the foed and
vegetables display, in another the smbreidery exhibits,etec. Alice dusied
herself in helping a girl prepare the model bedrook(bed, attractive -
handworked cover,mosquito net, loecal brass basin, ospen windew, inexpensive
curtains,ete,)and <thereafter she stayed in that room to guard the ’
display, sayiag that she wasmuch more of an exhibit thahd the roonm itself,
We scarcely knew her in Irma's Chinese style clethes., Another room was

a model attractive liging~room with newspapers around, wicker furniture,
pretty curtains, tea~table,etc, I helped a 1ittle with setting up the
platform chaire and tadle, and the table and chakts for the more t han
thirty important guests who had to be served with tea, It was a scene of
merry confusion, and the work was not helped by the incoming expectant
erowds,

Installed at the gate was a table and student te register those whe
gisited, The firet day more than eizht thousand came; The next two days
five and four thousand came. Ve needed the several University of Nanking
Two-year course boys who acted as policemen and kept the crowds from
£111ing every room so that nothing cojld be seen or heard, The
county magistrate opened the exhibit with quite a nice ceremony, Feng
Gia-wen explained the meaning of it to the crowd and welcomed them, =nd
then the crowd surged round, I wasn't of mueh use, dbut stayed a good
deal of that first day in the children's clothing room to see that the
exhibit did not disapvrear, Picture a room twelve by fifteen, with two
boys at the door and a bamboo pole stretched acrose to keep the crowd
b2zek, The pole would drop and twenty or thirty would almest fall over the
footboard across the threshhold, then the pole would bar the doorway once
more. The children abmest looked upon it as a game, and gleefully teased
the guards when they managed to creep through in spite of the bar, Onsce
inside the crewd was started at one corner and Feng Gia~wen explained to
them the meaning of the garments hanging round the reom: that this
hand=woven cotten,pretty as it was, was too narrew for practieal purposes,
and they should make it twoe inohes wider; that this child'w gown was too
tight, and did not allew the child enough freedom of movement; that
instead of the split treusers, it would be better to have closed style
1ike thisjthat this minutely handworked cHmwssstitch apron fob a child was
impractieal, foer it teok too many' days' work to de, and just as pretty
effects could be achieved with less work; that children were too often
dressed in dark black and blue cl othes; this was a nretty pattern for a
sun-suit in hot weather,etec,

I 1iked to obsearve the crowd, Often there wasn't much comprehension
on their faces, and when someone said thé handworked aprenswers tono
elaborate, they centinued to say,"Pretty’ There were some,however, who
asked questions, whko were ready to learn, whow ere thinking, They were
passed on to thé toy room, one thrt aroused great interest, In Chine
the children#R and adults haven't learned to play, and as if te give
practical demonstration of the value of play, outside in an open sppee
were groups games going on, supervised by one or twe of the s tudents, The
were hundreds watching the games, the children learning quiekly.
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The angera rabbits excited attention, The embreoiderhes~ their own
exhibits= always drew a crowd; The danner for the family getting the
most prizes went to the family nemed Liu, and they proudly displayed
fifteen 11 away in the country their red satinm danner in their ancestial

hall,

Every morning and afternoon there were interésting items of
pregramme: a fashion show, displaying proper wohen's clething for school,
athleticd,dress-up,etc, The girls gave some of the tribal songs and
danees learned this last summer in north Szechwan; Alice played she cellye
the Canadian School children sang, and brought their instruments, There
were short talks, and group singing. No girl was idle, but everyene kept
a remarkadbly calm, happy poise thsoughout the bdusy hours. At four,
from the platform sn announcement was made that the day's programme was
ever, and the people streamed away home.

At night there were prayers, plans for the merrow, discussion of
the value of the type of exhibits,etc.

Then towards the end of the week, I had a day each in two csountry
centres where the group of students had gone for four days' service,
In each ease, their central place of operations is the ancestral hall eof
the ehief clan ef the district., On “riday we walked the eight 1i
te the Wang clan valley, our spirits lightened by the loveliness of the
fields, hills and trees; When we arrived, three girls wére dusy getting
dinner readysjthey had been visiting some of the 39 Wang families in the
slan and came home with newly bouzht vegetables for the meal, We ¢elimbed
*)to the top of a hill and saw there the Heavenly Light, a lamp put en
the top of a long pole, 1lit every night at twlight, and said to keep
diseawe and disagreements away from the community, The various families
contribute te the o1l to keep the light 1it the twe weeks frem the end &f

the o0ld year to the fifteenth day of tke firset month, Lantern Festival

Day, From that hilltop we had a glerious viéw of the countryside, the
bleck barked pistachio treesd dark landmarks, We met seme of the visiting
girls coming from their morning's woerk, returmed with them to the angestral
hall, watched the dinner cooked in the single iren "Yo", had the delisioeus
feod, and then rested, Three of us found resting places in a tall pistaecie
tree, with gnarled roots providing seats, and read,

It was Health Day with the Wang clan, About 3 the people began to
assemble, blue-clad, white turbaned, They stood leoking at the open-air-
theatre of the inside ceurt, or sat on denches or on the stone steps,
There were shngs which the children joined in, a health play telling
about general health rules, We left about 4'30 as the crowd were leaving
for their homes, This elan,with 1,500 years history,originanted in Shanéung,
and meved successively te Anhwei,Hupeh,S8zechwan, '

At the Liu Clen aneestral Hall on Saturday, it was Citigzens' Day,
This newly-opened centre had already enthusiasm among the people, partly
perhaps because the elan had asked for a centre for several menths, It
is a wealthy chan consisting of 100 families, and they trace their histery
back 500 years, as the tablets in the hall told us, The previous day, the
prospereus=-leoking Liu men asked if they might give a play, This was
exciting news te our twe permanent workers, and the students, Te think
that already the men gffered te supply the programme was surorising amd
thrilling, WVr, Veals, frem Jenshow, helped them prepare it - »
war play covering 1ife the last three years,

We arrived after our 15-11 walk about 11 o'elock, I hed a chanee to
go visitiag with a groeup of girls who stopped in at the hall, Tor an
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hour and a half five of us visited neardy families, some of the wealthiest
of the whole distrist, We travelled entirely om the narrew paths between
the water-filled rice fields, One of the young beys of the clam was our
guide, telling us the mames of the families, and acting as guard against
the villainous doge that growled, barked, erept up inquiringly with

no goed intent, I was amazed at the welcome the girls received, and I as
a foreigner excited no special interest, I learned that in the spring
Miss Dge, the nurse and midwife, had come through that area giving
smallepox vaccinations and typhoid inoculations, and she had won over
the people, She weas fellowed by two Chelee fifth-year medieal students,
and the whole distriet had accepted the new scientifie treatment eagerly,
Miss Dso is a wonder in her way of getting te knmow the women; she joked
with them,urged them to ecome to the meetings, scelded them fer net

doiag as she had told about some illness,etc, It was a wonderful

tour of visiting,

In the courtyards, radishes were slived and drying, From the rafters
of the overhanging roofs were dried rice and peas (for seed,I suppose),
large woven baskets for drying grain were piked up,the unused f anning-mills
were there, the tables and chairs for eating out-of-d@ors, the inevitabdle
spinning-wheel, 2nd in one wealthy home, big vats for making their
"Kaoliang™ wine, It was interesting in the afternoon to see most of
those women at the centre,

The afternoon's peformance was out-of-deers, with a platform made
by the leading-men, a banner above amnouneing the meeting, and displayed
preminently their banner fer prizes at the Jenshow exhidit, The erowd
of seven or eight hundred people found it amusiag to see their own
friends and relatvee on the plaform in the patriotic play, The programme
fiked adut 4) then the Mothers' and Girls' Cludb met, The nurse, Kis= Dze,
was one of the mein sctors in a2 heleth flay that was most drematie
and reelistic, She played the double role of the old-fashioned, snd the
modern scientifically treined midwife, The crowd enjoyed it immensely,
This new centre should do well, Wei Dzen-dgze, 1939, and Heiung Ye=-nma,
who has just finished in the middle of the vear, are the team there:they
have ¢ fine chance te put Christianity into practice, At the VWang
centre,Feng Gia=wen is alone, e xcept for a distd et helper, She would
be much more powerful 4f she hed a trained comrade with her,

And so a2 busy week went by, and we were once more on the road,
The nearer we got te chgngtu, the more covwded the roads began to be,
andwe realized thet the “ew Year waw past, and 1ife was going on as
usual, In the villages ot evening, the children dragged aroumnd their
bunny lenterns, but fewer people just sat sndt alked, Men were at work
digging up their fields for new cropsy pigs,tobacco,wood, cakes of
unrefined sugargloads of paper were carried aleng the winding,up and down
hill roeds. Pink 4incense sticks sunned in the bright eir; merkets were '°'
884% thrénged(I remember seseing voung chicks for sale, and white rabbits),
Loads of suger-cane were every dey somslimed by chikdren and grown-ups,
The prevalence of eve trouble everywhere maid us think,"Oh, to be e
medical missionery, and to begin now!®

Now we are back st school: the students walked one dey back(Alice
with them), Life may seem to go on 2s usual, but we may be able from thie
glimpse of 1ifma in the country be able to direct students te work in

this needy field, 601 .
Al ol 4ga i treed.. -
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Dear Mrs, Macmillan, and other Ginling friends,

Last Sunday we had a Faculty Retreat in our No, 25 Baptist Row
House, The large living-~room is ideal for such a gathering; it is
said to be the largest living=room on the campus, This time, it was
shorter, finishing with lunch together, We were happy to have two
of the men faculty with us, Many ofus felt that the shorter time
was an improvement, The subject was:"Victorious Christian Living,

More tham thirty faculty attended, and I felt that there wee a
splendid spirit of understanding and fellowship, The last two
retreats we have discussed the problems facing us here, end I
thoroughly enjoyed going back to original motives and attitudee in
living; it seems to me thatif there were more victory in our living,
some of theproblems would dissappear, The Committee, Dr, Reeves,
Miss Sutherland, Miss Dzo Yu~lin hed done sareful thoughtful
planning which brought results,

Dr, Reeves opened the retreat with one of the finest informal
talks I have ever heards she pointed out some of the great things in
1ife~ the love and worship of beauty, the attainment of peace, the
harmony of living together in which petty Bealousies, envyings,
ete, were fOrgotten in the greater emphasis on love, 5he pointed out
that people grew by sharing with others their own experiences, theat
the spiritual things are to be sought above all else, She hed been
reading Lord Tweedsmuir's Memoirs, and had been impressed by his fine
sympathy for loveliness and beauty,

There followed a quarter of an hour silence for us to listen to
God and t alk with Him, It brought a bkessing to us all, Afterwards
some spoke of examples of vital Christian living, either times when
they themselves had realized freshly what it meant, or how 1t
vivified the livee of their friends, Catherine told us simply of her
experimenting with some of the commands of God esgiven by Chriets
Love your enemies,etc, She pointed out her idea thet we are not
expected to quickly attain Christian charecter, but we must grow by a
process of trial and error,

Sfnce we ere teachers, the Committee arrenged for a review of
the 1ife of a famous tBacher, so I told about the 1ife and work of
Dr., Thomas Arnold of Rugby, Cathetine had remembered o review I gave
of him in Nanking, so urged that it be done agein, I wished for
Stanley's 1ifeof Arnold that is on & shelf in Ginling, but had to
mak eshift with the 1ittle available here,

Asie sort of recess, we moved sround to look at a displey cof
roligioﬁe books which were availeble for loen, or chatted with
Ber fA&culty members for half an hour, Then Mr. Lutley, of the C.M.S,
gave the final part of the retreat programme, He begen with =
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period of meditation and worship based on 1Cor, 13, When he began
his ta¥k he said that when we spoke of a Christian Retreat it was
like a cenal boet in a lock: the boat had to spend time to rise to
higher levels before going on, I have never heard s better illustration
for this time of quiet, for jt makes the Retreat ides more constractive
than appears on the sur face,

He gave four points of Victorious Christien Livings the necessity
of surrender, and of frequent surrend er; the necessity of "maintaining
the spiritual glow"{or "Keep your consecration up to the light of each
succeeding day")s the importance of an unshakable conviction of the
love of God(which came upon him anew when in his own 1ife his
eldest son was suddenly taken from them); the necessity of witnessing
for God, To illustrate this last pdint he told about a minister
speaking about a humble memberof his corg regation in the man's
presences "His business is meking shoew," The man hime elf said,

"No, my business is to glori fy God; I earn my bread by making shoes,”

Then came the comhination Chinese-foreign lunch provided by
the generotity of Dr, Reeves and Catherire, end managed by Dzo
Yu-1lin, We had plenty of bak ed sweet potatoes, cinnamon rolls,
rice, bamboo sprouts, chicken velved( really a modified form of thise
delectable dish), abundance of hot meat and vetable soupy and for
dessert a sweet bean dish, oranges and candy, It wes delicious,

- Y. ’.: ALl it l\‘\l!{’l) . A Lodnd o

The Christian Faculty Fellowship af the five universitd&tes had
ites monthly m eting yesterday afternoon, There were not s many
there ps usual(perhaps 50), but the programme was most interestings
Dr, Ray Kepler's talk on the tin mines south of Kunming, and the
ewful conditions under which 100,000 young boys,averaging 14~15 years
of age,work, These mines are under private ownership, andare &
marked contrast to the well-organized and run go vernment mines, The
Church of Christ in China is jnitiating » campakin for better
1aws and enforcement to cover such privately-run mines, nd for
Christian medical and other wor, This wase followed by =a short
account of some aspects of lige in the Northwest,tolé by Mr,
Lauteﬁfﬁgﬁc a's just returned,] You know Mp, Lauten has for most
geople gshorted hif neme, leaving of f the =schlager thet we use,

e is a popular speaker, and does s great deal for the lerge nuaber of
students #n this campus, A simple tea of cookies end tea
concluded the meeting, 7‘
‘l'(;/y'
A Last night we hed the first rain of any =ccount since October, ~—
Liu En-lan says that she and her geography students began their f,

v

ors

~

weather records(the instm ments are in our yard, so we see her Tma
or—rer come four times a day) on November 12, and they have néver
recorded rainfall] And we are accustomed to think of this asa

wet climate! The country beyond the irricated Chengtu plain is in
dire need of lots qf rein; the thr ectened famine gives another reason
for rice to jump“:%ﬁﬁﬁﬂhm4$~4ﬂk4uaw«$31r~&_iia". To~day the air—ie
gloriously clears 1t ja likely that the Snow Mountains of Tibet were

visible this morning, but I forgot to look. Sincerely, e N
(rrce (M//\ \
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24 lay 1941

Dean of Graduate School
University of Iowa
Iowa City, Iowa

Dear Sir:
Enclosed please find a copy of application for admission

from Miss Florence Ada Kirk, now a teacher at Ginling College,
Chengtu, Szechuan, China.

Dr. Wu Yi-fang, President of Ginling College, has sent
& covering letter which sets forth the qualifications of Miss Kirk.

In view of the limited resources of both Ginling and Miss Kirk,
some sort of assistance is earmestly sought in connection with her
application., We hope there is available for NMiss Kirk a fellowship
which will give her the acsademic experience she is seeking, and at
the same time make it finanoially possible,

If further information is needed in comnection with her
application, kindly let me know.

Thanking you for giving consideration to this matter, I

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. Charles H, Corbhtt
Acting Secretary




THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA

lowa CiTY

UNIVERSITY EXAMINER AND REGISTRAR "‘I&V 29 1941
May «9v,

Mrs. Charles H. Corbett
Acting Secretary
Ginling College

150 Fifth Avenue

New York City, N.Y.

My dear Mrs. Corbett:

The Dean of our Graduate College has passed
on to this office your letter of May 24 and official
records of the work completed by Miss Florence Ada
Kirk in the University of Saskatchewan.

I enclose herewith three copies of a statement
which Miss Kirk may find useful in gaining admission
to the United States. We shall be very happy to
have her register in our Graduate College.

If you find further ways in which this office

may serve her please let us know.
Very truly yours,
Harry G. Barnes

by Mumﬂu duuﬁ,w

n051stanB'Un1ver81ty Exa iner




DEC16 31940

APPLICATION for & FELLOYSHIP to COLUMBTIA UNIVERSITY

Name in full: Florence Ada Xirk,
Home addressg ¢/o my eldest brother, M. Ray Kirk, Mac Lennan,
Unt,, Oatada,
Present address: Ginling College, Chengtu, Szechwarn, Chinal{until
June 20,1941),
Plvoece of births Kirkton, Ont., Canade,
5, Date of birth: Anril 15,1902,
Nationalitys British,
7, Yegreess

2.A. University of Sngknrtchowan,1225.(¥nglishy French).
M.A. Tniversity of Spskatchewan,1929, (Englishy French).

3, Evidences of schnleraship:

-

1920 an grednation Pfran High School, receivedé
a thrac yenrs' tvition rcholarship to the University
nf onaketchewan, ard prizes in T"'15;1ish,}“r'tsnch,
Letin, “ethemetice, and Religiove Fducetion,

A an undergzrsduate T received the Betemen “omorisal
Eesey prise,

At greadustion with B.A. deprece T recelived "ich Honors
in Tnglish =aad French.

J, Languages:

This was my "i=n>r both 4r nvd ~rgr-du
graduate work,

T s+tudiad +his throughout High School,
Reading knowledroe,

Junior Vatrieuletion Greek,

Proposed field of atudy: Comparative Literature,

Previous #ork in this field: No syntematic work,

Depree which wark ia to prep~ve for: Pl.D0,

Record of ecedemic werks I have requested the Fegistrar, Univer=-
gity of Sarkatchewan, tc send direct an officiel trerscript

of? my undergr=duate 2nd graduete record,

Booommendetions: I trust that you 111 recel—a ‘atters fron
ths hedds of the Inzlieh and Trench dsprritmanta, the
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page two

Unive-sity of Saskatchewany from Frofessor J.¥. Lothian of the
English Departmenty Dr. E.N. Stapleford,former president of
Regins College; Dr, Wu Yi-fang, president of Ginling Sollege,

¥inaneial condition: I heve available Tor study during 1941-42
about $800, furlough salary(and possibly a special study grant
of 42n0.). Therefore, I shoula greatly appreciete a
aubsiential financial grant toward study. T should, of
churse, live as inexnensively as is consistent with proper

conditions of study.

16,1 should do my best to keép to any regulations gaverning
a fellowship.

Jecember 16,1940, Florence A. Firk
Ginling College,
Chengtu, Sze,




Columbia EHntversity
mthe Cityof AewPork

SECRETARY OF THE UNIVERSITY

April 8, 1941

Mr. C. A. Evans, Treasurer
American Office of Ginling College
150 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York ~
Dear Mr. Evans

I beg to acknowledge your letter of

April lst and enclosure concerning Miss Florence A.
P

Kirk.
I regret to report that Miss Kirk's

application for a fellowship in Columbia University

had already received the consideration of the Com-
mittees of Award which had found it impossible, in
view of the large number of applicants, to make the

appointment for which she applied.

ery truly yours

it

Secretary
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Dr.mpl-
Colmbis Univer
¥ow York, N. Y.

Dear Dr, Haydem:
I regre$ to learn from your letter of April Sk thed

the appliocatiom for = fellowship forwarded by Miss Fleremos Kirk

was refused,
mmm.rwhwmln

Yeary tvuly yowrs,

st s Al ‘.ivtp....‘ég“ \f&"'..._h'a"h'u‘.m Y TN




COPY

The State Um‘versiFj of Jowa

\owa e.'f j

April 21, 1941

Miss Florence Kirk
Ginling College
Chengtu, Sze., China

Dear Miss Kirk:

I regret to say that it is not possible
to grant you a scholarship or assistantship at this
time.

You will understand of course that the
funds available for this purpose are distinctly
limited and that many graduate students are doing
excellent work here on a full-time academic basis.
The tuition fee for gragduate students is sufficiently
low ($50 per semester) to make it feasible for well
qualified graduate students to register here without
special financial assistance.

Very sincerely yours,

George D. Stoddard
Dean

¥By a recent action, the tuition fee for 1941-42
has been raised to $55 per semester.

GeDeSe
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AMERICAN PRESIDENT LINES

On Board S. S. PRESIDENT COOLIDGE

July 1, 1941.

Dear Mr, Evans:

Perhaps some comments on life in Chengtu in recent months may be
of some use in New York., I know how you want news and reports oonstantly.
There may be nothing new in what I shall say, but it may be stated in a
different way.

We are learning to live in a war refugee situation with more grace,
I think. The completion of the beautiful Chemistry Building hes solved many
serious problems of overcrowding in laboratory classes. Dr. Liu En-lan has a
lab of her own, and the youthful Home Economics Department has been grateful
for the dark underground laboratory formerly utilized by the Ginling Chemistry

Department.

In many ways the inooming refugees startled the peace of the lovely
campus, In some cases we actually created space where there was nones In
Vandemen, Ginling got permission to close the side entrance on the north, and
to wall in the two hallways -- and there were two elassrooms, often in use for
small classes, conferences, meetings of the Curriculum and Entrance Committees,

etce

Ginling functions on various parts of the campus, the Dormitory,
classes in Vandeman, Biology and Chemistry Buildings, the Music Buildings and
Gymnasium, and in two Faculty Houses. Dr. Wu is everywhere respected and ad-

mired. Someone has called her "The Second Lady of the Land." Her fairness,
sound judgment, humor and Christian viewpoint make her a real power. Many
along the way have asked how she is., I think she keeps fairly well, but never
takes a real holiday, and never has the time to look after herself, She gives
everything to Ginling and to China, and puts us to shame for her devotion.

Some activities go on that you may find of interest. The Student
Centre is & hive of activity. It draws students from all universities, and
gives those who lived in crowded conditions a chance to play, to meet other
students, and provides rooms for committees. Andy Ray is the guiding spirit,
and puts great energy, thought and spirituality into his work with the students.
They adore him. The twc main rooms after 6:30 P, M. each evening (many dorm-
itories eat at 5:30) are busy. In one are table games; crocinol, Chinese
Chess, etce, and in the other are magaszines, papers, and here students sit to
talk, For 2,000 students it is a pitifully small building, but it is a begin-
ning in this co-operative Christian venture of serving the students,

The Home Economics display late in May was a new thing for the cam-
pus., In the second semester we had two teachers, Miss Young and Miss Swen,
There are quite a number of majors, and all are keenly alive. The display was
arranged one Saturday in the large chapel in Hart College. Hundreds of peo-
ple attended, Thero were tables showing what a cheap balanced diet must in-
clude, a table displaying the various products obtainable from the soy bean,

a table with many foods made from blood, a table with hundred calorie por=
tions, another showing the special wvalues of various food oonstituents,
(iron, caleium, ete., Charts showed how flies and mosquitoes could be con=
trolled, care of children, and the like, The sewing demonstrated what
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attractive curtains, cushion covers, table runners could be made from native

materials. (By the way, the curtains and lampshades were put in the dormitory
living-room to replace the faded ones, it seemed to me this was a very practi-
cal achievement)e As one left the exhibit, there was candy and cake for sale,

all made by the students,

-l -

July 2nde.
Exhibits are a real part of campus life nowe Dre Liu En-lan's wone-

derful exhibit earlier in the semester would have done credit to any student
group anywhere, but it was amasing when one considered it was the work of half

a dozen major students. A campus committee interested in art arranges fine exe
hibits of this Chinese artist or that, usuelly on Saturday and Sunday in Vande=-
man, The last I saw was by an artist at the Nanking Theological Seminary; there
was ane room of religious paintings, one of seculare Such things are in the

right directione

The Ginling girls have started a eo-operative store for themselves,
This has grown out of the high price situation which has made foed so very high
that diet is a serious prebleme I remember when the question came up in Execu-
tive Committee: "Shall we try to keep the quality of food up to the standard we
believe necessary to maintain health and effieieney, or shall we lower it?" Of
course we decided on the former, and as a result the food in the Ginling dormie
tory is better than in several other dormitoriese (The financial implications
were, however, to be facede If we charged what the food cost, many students
could not pay.) However, more and more the students found themselves hungry;
there was recourse to the peanut, and some girls ate so many that stomach trouble
developed, The peanuts, candy, rolls, cakes, were generally purchased at the
gatehouse, because it was too much trouble to go to the eity to buy. The gate-
man charged high prices, and when by the girls’ calculations he profited $300 -
$400 a month, the girls decided something must be done. Fifteen or twenty girls
became the business committee, and in a 10' x 10' room in the dormitory, the

store begen stocking peanuts, oandy, cakes, towels, soap, ink, paper, etc. The
Committee have worked out a plan whereby the store is opened certain hours e day,

around meal=-times, 4 to 6, and 9 teo 10 at night.

The Peanut Butter Project of the Sociology Department has done welle
Miss Djo Yu~lin was in charge, and she was able to provide work one day a week
for three of her women clientse The peanuts were bought freshly roasted on
Tuesday, ground in the old=fashioned stone mill (two round blocks fitting one
on top of the other, and turned by hand), and on Wednesday, servants of the
different households brought containers for their ordere It was very popular, -
for the butter was much finer in quality and had more oil than what was proe
duced in the kitchene The rising price of milk also made peanut butter an
everyday article on most tablese I have watched the women at work; one stone
grinder was worked by one woman, and the peanuts dropped in by hand, one at e
timee In the larger, thgt was managed by two women, twe or three peanuts went
into the hole, and a chopstick shoved them downe Miss Djo has given fine
community service in this project,

In the early spring, to meet the almost certain interruptions of classes
due to bombing, the campus adopted & new schedule: 7=1ll A, M. and 2=6 Pe Me It

took & little ad justment, but most people preferred it, for the long noon hour
gave a real rest time. Until I left « June 3rd -« we had lost class time only a

few days, and even then, we lost much less time than formerly since the warnings
usually come about 11 o'clocke We had ono or two bombings, out at airficlds

with few casualtiese.
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The new Senior Class stert out into a very chaotic worlde. There
is no lack of positions, for there are two or three positions awaiting each
girl, but the old security is gone. I think I have not seen a class more
loath to goy, and more sad at leaving. I was very sarry to miss the final
events: Class Day, Senior Banquet, Baccalaureate and Commencement.

Miss Rhodes and I have had a good trip. We missed the terrible
bombings in Chungking, and reached HongEong safely, but had many hours wait
on the airfields both in Chengtu and Chungking. We have made a quick trip,

leaving Hongkong July 16th, and not calling at Ja at alles I hear that this
ship is no longer the "Coolidge" but since Honolulu is the Us. Se¢ Ae Army Trans-

port.

We've had exceptiénally smooth seas, and good company, but we shall
be glad to reach land tomorrow morninge.

With all good wishes, Mr. Evans, I must close.

Sincerely,

(Signed) Florence A. Kirk
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18 July 1941

Dear iiiss Kirk:
This is in relation to your study for this next year,

We received material from Ginling early in the year and a transcript
of your application for admission was filed with Yale, Columbia, Northwestern,
Vanderbilt, Duke, and Iowa State College. Very urgent appeals were made for
scholarships and rather elaborate statements were drawn, setting forth the
need of' the College as well as your ability to carry through successfully. A
very important factor which was not in your favor was your birth in Canada
which, coupled together with the fact that the applications were not in hand
sufficiently early for consideration before March lst, made it practically im-
possible to secure a scholarship. As a matter of fact, we have not been able
to obtain a scholarship for you. We therefore have resolved it to a position
of gaining admission, and in that respect the State University of Iowa has
accepted you. Along with their acceptance came two letters of certification
for your use. I am sending these letters to you for your perscnal uss, and. it
might be advisable for you to get in touch with Uliss Myrtle Keeley as soongas
possible. On April 21st the Dean of the University wrote you rerarding the
impossibility of providing a sbholarship and quoting the price per semester
as being $55. This is exceedingly ressonable fnd I am sure that you would en-
Joy the work at Iowa very nuch indeed

Iowa State University is not located near a metropolis such as is
Columbia; neither does it have the prestige linked with Yale. It dows, however,
have a fine standing, and was the University from which William Fenn secured
his Doctor's degree. Mr, Fenn has thought sufficiently well of the institution
to recommend on different occasions our sending two people there for post-
graduate work. This may or may not influence your thinking, but I pass it on
as a bit of connecting information. A

Awaiting your decision with interest, I am

Very truly yours,

C. A. EVANS

CAE:njt

Miss Florence A. Kirk
o/o Dr. C. J. Kirk
3154 Angus Street
Regina, Saskatchewan
Canada




1919 Orrington Ave.,
Evanston, Ill.,
8ctober 18,1941

Miss ®ally Lou MacKinnon,
Chairman, Ginling College Board,
150 Fifth Ave., New York Citys

Dear Miss M=cKinnon,

In July I returned from China, and should have written you
long before this., It has been a real joy to be back, to experience
again life in the West, see my family, and settle down to study here.
My family are well, with the exception of one gister-in-law who has
a serious heart condition; my nieces and nephews have in the last
five years become quite different people from the ones I knew,
Canada at war is another phenomenon, for in the First World War I
was at high school in the country and saw little of the way war
affected the larger centres; my youngest brother is now a major in
the Medical corps, and he made me see a little of the medical organi-
zation in time of war. Just about a yeafﬁhe was ordered overseas,
but that order was countermaged, and he is still in Regina at
headquarters. Now I have a chance to observe American life, from
this lovely campus at Northwestern.

I want to tell you something of my plans for furlough, and
ask for consideration of them by the Board, and their approval of

them if they seem good.

A year ago when the question of my furlough came up on the
field, I asked for permission to have it at the regular time(to
avoid going at the same time Alice Chang should go?? and Dbecause
it seemed likely that with the evacuation of women missionaries from
Shenghai( as Bishop Roberts ordered in his mission)there would be
someone avaid®lable who might replace me. I asked for an extension
of one year, hoping to make a serious attempt at my PH.D. degree
in two years. I made no financial reqdests beyond the one year's
furlough salary and any study allowance that might be granted in
connection with that., The Board of Directors there approved this

plan.

As it developed,Miss Mary Lamberton from St. Jokn's University
in Shanghai came to Chengtu in February this year, and was with the
University of Nanking until June, She took over my responsibilities
28 Head of the English Department when I left. I became quite well
acouainted with Miss Lamberton, and had several conferences with
her about the géneral outline of work in the department, arrange-
ment of courses, problems to be faced, etc, I have confidence in
her ability and experience, and think she will be most co-operative

and sympathetic.

Perhaps you would be interested in a brief account of the work
of our English Department in Chengtu. Last year we had a staff of

four: Alice Chang who has shown herself invaluable in these trying
four years, and hope she will return after her furloughj Alice
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Settlemyer who went out just last fall; Miss Li who is being leaned
for literary work to the New Life Movement for a year, and who may
feel like returning to Ginling at the end of that time - I hope she
will,for she is an unusually keen and spirited tdéacher; myself, At
present this number can nicely handle the work. As you know, for

the advanced major work, we co-operate very closely with the
University of Nanking, and there are most cordial relationships
bhetween the two d epartments; this means that there is no duplication
of advanced courses in the two institutions, and just as I wasleaving,
West China Union University was coming in with our scheme, However,
with the lwwering of the English standard due to war conditions,

we have had to give more and more time to sub-freshman work, in an
attempt to keep the stanéard of our work something approaching what
it hasbeen in the past. For instance, we had about half the incoming
freshman class of akenwt eighty in sub-freshman classes last year;
some of these students were able at the end of one semester's intensive
study to do regudar Freshman work with no loss of credit; others
took one year without credit, and the poorest will have to do two
years' work without creditl(that is,in English class courses). This
is a serious situation, for with poor English a girl is handicapped
in doing reference work in many other courses, The standard of our
students in English is at least as good as in other institutions on
the West China campus, and perhaps a little better. It is one of the
many problems emerging in education ©because of the war. However,
the eagerness of thé students to improve means thgt the teaclers of
sub-frehman work may not consider it mere drudgery. Last year I had
the better section of these poor students, and quite enjoyed it.

Another thing which requires a good deal of thought and work is
the preparation of materials, Even in normal time s in Nanking, there
never was sufficként good material at hand, because it just has not
been worked out., This situation is made more serious because of the
difficulty of getting book orders delivered. Last semester, the
two institutions worked intdnsively on materials, having frequent
conferences, and working to-gether on various projects, Here are
some of the things we werqbusy at in the spring semester:

(a) Preparation anqprinting of Material for a complete
Freshman Course in English; for instance, Mrs. Tang and
I prepared a Grammar Manual, and Vocabulary lists and
exercises, and others did other things.

(b)Revision of the Major Courses, with a slightxly different
emphasis than in thé past.

(c) Comprehensive test to be given prospective English
majors at the end of their Freshman year. This was a
completely new thing, made necessary by the new
curriculum issued by the government and which the
present seniors are on. Instead of the former 32 credits
of work in a major field, and a minor, there is now no
talk of a minor, and about 81 credits of English are
requireqﬂnlt is,therefore, important to be fairly sure
whethersxa student can major in Englihh; she starts an
intensive study of Ehglish in her sophomore year.
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(d)Comprehensive tests for seniors.

e JEntrance tests, )
f)We worked at a sub-freshman course, but did not get very

far; at one time we had hopes that Mr, Endicott's high-
shool course was to be reprinted in a modified form, and
this would have answered our needs, but the money was not
forthcoming as was at first expected. Since Qinling does
not have huge numbers to provide for, we are in no

great difficulty here. Any Eaher supplies, printing, etc.
are exorbitant,however, and serious problem.

and interesting, and will, we hope,

This was all stimulating
Dr, Fenn is very aaert, and

lead to excellent materials later on,
he hashelped us a great deal.

It wasdifficult to decide where to do my study in the United
States because of the long delays in correspondence. However, I came
to the conclusion that Northwesterm would suit my needs best, I am
just finishing the end of faur weeks{ work, and have been most
interested in the work and possibilities here. I am carrying the
regular graduate load of 12 credits with permission to audit free
another course, If everything goes with d espatch,there is a chance
that I may finish my degree in two years, but that is only a guess.
It would have been an easier thing to do if I had not been so long
away from formal study. My plan is to work as seriously as I can,
and see what develops., I am impressed with the calibre of the work
here; there is good tdaching, and an abundance of required reading.
Also, the individual interests of a student are considered. Dr.
Bryan, the chatiman of the Department, has helped work out my course;
I have had every courtesy and consideration shown me.

My room is just a bl@cok and a half from the campus. I have
found congenial friends, and fee. that I am happily situated. It
was pleasant to find in the First Prdsbyterian Church here Dr.
Luccock whom we enjoyed so much in Community Church, Shanghai,in the

first year of the war,

) The Ginling Board has generously granted ma $300. study allowance.
Mr, Evans has promptly answered my many requests, and served me in

a variety of ways. I had my medical examination in Regina, and am
now following the instructions and suggestions issued by Dr. Vaughan
a8 a result of the examination. I have excellent health.

I am looking forward to being in New York sometime duting my
stay. If I go to Florida to visit my American brother at Christmas,
I may be in New York about that time. I shall be glad to make
personal connections once more with the Ginling people.

With all good wishes to you, Miss MacKinnon, and the hope
that you are having a good year's work, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

W=

|




FLORENCE A. KIRK
1919 ORRINGTON AVENUE
EVANSTON,ILLINOIS
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BOARD OF MISSIONS AND CHURCH EXTENSION
OF THE METHODIST CHURCH

150 FIFTH AVENUE NEwW YORK, N.Y.

WOMAN’'S DIVISION OF
CHRISTIAN SERVICE x‘.j')I'Ll 15 P l‘*)g,,

Dear iliss Kirk,

It is gzood to have your letter of April 2, which
carce durdng my alwence from the office. I am dissppeinted
with you that you werc unalle to get the Horthwestsrn
fellowship, ond I hope that Ginling will be able to do
pomething to ielp in tiie Tinanelad sltust.on #o that it
will nol be neceseary for rou to borrow on your 1ife insuresnce
policy. I an bringirg the matter to the attention of lirsge
Sears, ehairzun of the personiel connitiece.

Yen, pone mail coe. get through to Qhinse I Judge
that virtueally «1Y _ets Lo Vest China 1f 15 is pent ky

nire It should be cerked, av you no Goubt knod, Bl Alriea

My 3 oy . ” ~r .o
Clipaer. The postuse 1o 708 each Lxll cufce.

With all good wishes, I an

Blicerely yours,

&L B,
Ce to 4drp, Sears

Signed in Miss 4acKimmon‘'s abse:.ce.




FLORENCE A. KIRK
1919 ORRINGTON AVENUE
EVANSTON,ILLINOIS

April 27,1942

Deear liiss lcKinnon,

I have now been informed that a
fellowship award hasbeen made me tor 1lyé2-43.
This came as a grent surhrise(thouqh I knew
there might be some change if some award wse
not accepted); it is a regular Fellowship
of w&50. (,600%. cash, and 250, tuition
fees), So this will take care of the
escential empenses, I think now 1 should
like to apnly for a study grent from
rinling, for living is exmensive here, and

surma school session will demand a considerabl

outlay. Could you then, pass this word
on to lrs, Sears, the chairman of personnel

nvf)x.-\vw]"ttge. ( T ,—v,\wl'Y(Q‘ atdeib! T\f\tﬂh(\r t«*g‘t 4
write direct to her?

it wos od 1 &V o wekkend with i.rs.
A =) 'ffﬁ-rv‘ TMe we ‘*'.wr‘r os
seemed fairly well after
No.e Snring has come to
~o00d to be 2live,

v o~

her radio message
with the first

said
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she was now un out of bed for lunch each day.

Wwith all rood wishes, uiviss LiacKinnon,

Sincerely yours,

Hneoo ANCpP

-
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October 2

Migs Florence Kirk
1745 Orringion Av:
Evanston, Illinois

Dear Miss Kirk:
through sorme oversight you heve never been
& O- Scera of Fomnders st

i7lformed oi gn cetion ta
inute reqdss

the annual meeting in Mo
"diss I'loremce kirk, who has had one year
4 -~

LU

on ealury and & sludy allowance, is unible
return to the {ield on sccount of war conditlions,
She wishes to couplete the work for rer dochor's

degree. It was

BF 291 VOTED that the Board make a further study
rrant of $300 for the year's study
to Mies Kirk,"

#ie apolorize for not having gotten this word o
3 In your letter of April 27th to liiss ldac-
Kinnon, you said thet you would like to epply for a study
rladl wade the approprieation when
the request was presented to the annual meeting.

vou long egcC.

grant, end the Board

Mr. Evans i8 inquiring when and how you would
like to have this money paid to you, We are glad to
learn, fron the letter referred to, that you have a fellow-
ship of $850 for this year, and hope that, with the addi-
tion of this $300, you will have enough for your needs.




Miss Florence Kirk October 27, 1942

I hope you have had good word from your sister in

Chengtu. We ere always grateful for any bits of news that you
have to share with us,

With ell best wishes,

Cordially yours,

Hrs. Vi. Plumer Mills




FLORENCE ADA KIRK
1745 ORRINGTON AVENUE
EVANSTON,ILLINOIS

Nov. 28, 1942

Dear Mr, Evans,

It is quite exciting news to learn that
Madame Chiang is in this country.

Mrs. Mills wrote me recently, apologizing for
the fact that the New York office hadnot told me
that a study grant had been awarded me. I do not
remember exactly how I wasinformed, but certainly
Mrs, Roys wrote me of it, and I think you did too.
At any rate I knew of it some months ago, ahd was
very grateful for the action of the committee, I
remember thanking Mrs, Roys at least -though it
appears now that I did not do the same with your
office -for which I ask pardon,

I have not written about the disposal of it,
for up to the present I have not needed it. I think
it might be left there in New York to be used in
any way needed until I shall need it -which will
likely be late spring or thereabouts, I wanted to
ask you if it would be all right to deduct the year's
insurancepolicy from it., If so, please do so.

Also, ¥r, Evans, can you give me any inform-
ation about what income tax I am subject to?




//28/‘/&

I recently went to consult thé office of Income
Revenue here in Evanston about it, and he said mine
was such an unusual came that I should consult the
head office in Chicago. Before going there, I
wondered if you kmew the general policy of
missionaries on furlough, Of course, that I am

a Canadian may make a difference. I #wnderstand
that my fellowship ies not taxable, and I suppose the
study grant is not either. The big problem comes
about the kncome of 1I194I-42, since arriving in
this country; I fully e xpect I shall have to pay
on this, and have not been able to und erstand why

I was not notified of my indebtedness iu ithis

regard,

My sister sent a rddiogram from Chungking
on November 15 -she was then at Chungking, on her
way home. What her route is to be she didn't say,
except that I might write her in care of the
American Express, Bombay. She is travelling with
two other missionaries, I understand. She did not
say,either, how she felt, but it is chiefly

because her disease hasn't been adeguately diagnose(
that she felt it wasimperative she get home for
treatment here. I am overjoyed to know she is on
the wayk, for we have been anxious about hcr this
last year. We know the doctors there did all they
could;it likely means she has some queer combination
of ailments that it is &ifficult to decide upon,

With all good wishes to you, Mr, Evans,

Sincerely,




10 Maple Road
Auburndale, Mass.
January 7, 1943

Dea: Ruth;

The uncertainty as to Constance's plans makes me feel like addressing you but I
shall think of this as reply to both of you. I should have written sooner but I kept think-
ing I would get some reply to the two letters I wrote and mailed en route, in which I had
written more freely of things as they were when I left the college home in June; that, and
the feeling that I had nothing important to say end that I have found it easy to be lazy.

We were all supposed to rest for three months and even though one was not consciously tired
it seemed wise to relax and let the days pass quietly by. After so long a separation from
recent books and magazines, to say nothing of being nearly a year behind with knowledge of
durrent events, reading seemed to be indicat8d. And I can read indefinitely when I get a
chance. I begin to feel caught up, but every now and then I hear that someone died in May
(Miss Bender), that Presidents Hickok and Small of The Western and Lake Brie had retired,
and other such events of which I would have known if Helen's letters and clippings from the
Times had come to me in due course. The only letter that got through to me was the one you
typed and sent to me., Just two days ago a message I sent on June 1 through M. Freme and
Swiss Red Cross reached Helen, I thought it might carry faster than I travelled and let her

know I wes coming home}

People who saw me when I first reached home thought I looked very wan and worn. I
was underweight (only 140 pounds!) When I got home in 1936 I weighed 185 and when I went back
in 1939 I weighed 160. All of us lost weight during the internment. In my case it must have
been due to general strain and stress of the uncertainty rather than to deficient diet, for
I feel that I was not undernourished. We had the garden., Our friends saw to it that we

never lacked eggs. Fruit also was given us far beyond the means of some of the givers., I

suppose we were cut on sugar and fats because of scarcity and cost, and milk was used more
sparingly, with bean milk as a substitute to some extent.
everyday events,with you.
friends who saw me in New York in November or in D

better.
ember, and you will have had some news of me from the Board correspondence,

But all these deprivations are
Have you lost weight? I have managed to gain five pounds, but
ecember thought I looked rested and much

You may have had some report of me from Mrs. Chester whom I saw in Hartford in Nov-

I went down in
November for a Board meeting, In December, it was a kind of enlarged meeting of the China
Colleges Committee on Christian Character, Staff and Curriculum - such & confused name, but
they seem to think nothing can be left out, I enjoyed, both times, the renewing of the goodly
fellowship we have in the China connections. Margaret and Lilliath were down in November.
Claude and Searle I saw in December and a host of others, too many to mention here. You may
see the list of those present when the report gets through to you,

New York comes nearer to being the "center of my universe" than Boston. I am glad
to be here, with the pleasant connections I make through Helen with American Board folk.,
Iillian Williams and Dorothy Roberts, Mary Treudley and Mary Thayer are near. The Huntingtons
are in Wellesley, but we have not yet connected. The cut in gesoline makes distances seem
greater, No pleasure driving is done by those who are conscientious, and the ration is now
only 3 gallons a week, I am making connection with United China Relief and plan to go in one
dey a week to help them. One meets some very interesting friends of Chine there. Lawrence
Mead and Eleanor are in Cambridge and Mou-i and Ming-djen are there, but we do not see each
other often, With the car it was nothing to run across the Charles, but going in and out
through Boston is another matter. One person I am seeing in United China Relief is Mrs, V,T.
Gardiner, Constance's hostess when she was here for the Tercentenary., Another is Mrs. Hart,
friend of Ya-lan's. You might mention this to these two. Mrs. Hert would like to hear from
Ya-lan., So would Miss Eliot. I met a friend of Eve's in Boston, Mrs. Spalding of Oxford,
who asked me to "come to tea", which I hope to do some day. They are in Cambridge, she and
the Professor, who is writing a book., I found they were friends of the Robert E, Humes
(Union Seminary) with whom I stayed when I was in New York in December, Helen Loomis and
Abigall have an apartment on Riverside and had me for e Sunday night supper. But if I try to
report on all the New York connections, the letter wil] be overweight., It is so good to have
Cornelia in the office, The whole etmosphere is more genial, -

)




January I} 1943

Miss Ruth Chester -

., I hope you will see the report I wrote on the Gripsholm telling the story of the
year and the end of the work in June, The last word from Constance in her recent letter 1is
pretty disheartening. I am still in the dark as to what "organization® is in possession,
turning the dormitory rooms into "offices", The "weighing of books" was pretty bad news.
There was nothing else to do with the books but to leave them in the library., There was "no
hiding place down there", All the advice I could get favored letting them take the chance
there, I still hope that much will survive, and after all most of our books are replaceable,
and trees will grow again, I have often wondered about the chrysanthemums, I imagine that
Tung has seen to it that some of them were transplanted. I wonder often how Lao Shao has
fared, and Hu Lao-bau, with his big family., They will need some kind of laundry sarvice
whoever "they" are. Sometimes I feel as if all my emothons were frozen., I try definitely
not to keep turning back to what I can no longer help, and there's no use in thinking o2 ¢
had done this or that, would it have been better?"™ I prayed always for guidsnce, day by day.
I prayed then, and I continue to pray "0 Lord, hold their hands from destruction and hinder
them in their undertaking!™ Elsie will share part of her letter and you will see there my
reference to the second verse of "God Save the King" - which I can agree to nowl

With postage so high, one tries not to repeat, But there is always a chance that
one letter may get through and the other may hot, so I'll repeat what I wrote about my name
going on the Retired list from January l. I suppose that may still leave me President Emeritu
but of course my oconnection with Ginling is through the Presbyterian Board. My pension is
reckoned on the 30 years service under that Board, which is sllso the length of my connection
with Ginling., Because of the other 13 years of missionary service before 1913, I am given
the "Honorably Retired" degree, and will so appear in the next Prayer Book, I wish they would
put you in my place in the regular list. In addition to the $732 Pension, I have the income
from the life insurance paid me in 1904 - which I have had all these years, and I have income
from my share in father's estate, and Isabel's estate, so I have no reason to be anxious about
Living here with Helen and dividing overhead, I feel able to do what I please -

my support,
I hope I may be able to share my surplus with those not so well provided

"my wants are few",
for,.

I em working on a 1942 letter for my circle of friends, some of whem do not yet
know that I came home on the @ripsholm, That's a story all by itself. And I am getting up
steam to continue the Ginling story which I have brought down to 1927, I got away with a
good deal of the material I need for this writing. I'm glad I took the risk.

Constance's letter of November 17 to Cornelia came in to me this morning, I am

glad letters are coming in more regularly snd in less time, And I hope we can speed up all
communications with you and do all we can to help China. This carries New Year Greetings to

the Ginling family,
Tilda
















I745 Orrington Ave., >
Evanston, Ill., March 4, j_£)4£-t

Dear Lrs, Nills,

It was good to hear from you so recently., You will be interested
to kow that I have seen lrs, W.S. New when she was visiting the
Ginling alumna, Mrs, Dju Gioh-fang Ma; she spoke so apvreciatively
of your work for Ginling. One of Harriet's clasmates was there too,

a Miss Heaines.(I wonder now if I have the right name! That morning

she had seen Dorothea Smith and her husband as they passed through,

Mr, and Lrs, Lezvens(formerly of Yale in China were among the guests
too., Of course most of our talk wasof China, and the friends

connected with our life there, Gioh-fang served such delicious Chinese

food!

The last letter fro my sister was dated December 13, Bambay,
There was a radio-gram sent about Christmas to one of my brothers
saying that she was about ready to start then. However, when I heard
of this from still another brother, there was a little doubt about
dates, etc, so I am not very sure. However, the fact that no mail
from her has reached me since mid-Jamary makes me think that she is on
the sea, If she got started about the “ew Year, I should think she
would be landing presumably at Hew York any time now. She had said
in an eaflier letter that she would not be able to send workR of the
dade of departure, name of ship, route, or even port of arrival, but
somehow she would try to get word to me.,..which took to mean that
she would try to radioas she neared the coast of America., Just now
we are coming into a busy two weeks as the quarter ends, but if she
came after that, I should like to go to New York..even though I were not

there to greet her when she landed,

Mrs, Mills, I wonder if there is anything that has already been done
in the New York office or can be done before her arrival about these
two matters she has mentioned ; she did not ask me to speak of them, but
I thought there might be a chance that they could be worked at before
she arrived:

I) Clergy certificates

2) Application for permission to stay longer than the
ten days &blowed for travellers int ransit in this
country,

&) My sister has not said anything about where she woulld
like to get mediadl checking up, but I would be much
happier if she had advice about where her type of troubk
might best be diagnosed at least. Perhaps the
Ginling medical officer, Dr. Vaughan would know all
about that,

I am sure that the Gihlihg group in New York will do whatever can be
done in this way of advising her about health etc. 1 shell especial ly

appreciate anything you can do for her,

Yes, I had word from Dr, Wu urging my teturn at the arliestpossible
moment, and I have written her again a sking that an official letter be
sent stating the need for me; it seems to me that would be one of the
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most telling things with the Canadian government. I should very much
like to know what you think is the best procedure in approaching the
Canadian government? Should I write them stating the parts of Dr,

Wu's letter about the need, giving tip approximate date when I should be
ready to return, and asking them to consider giving me a visa? Or

how should such a request be stated?

I am planning to be finished by the end of summerschool..that is,
the end of September, However, I should very much appreciate a month
in which to visit my family in Canada before starting off again to
the East, It may well be that the wisa will not be forthcoming even
then, so that there would be s ufficient time to do some visiting.
When does Wu Mao-i think she will be ready to go back? Also does
Wang Mingedjen think of returning at the first possible moment?

It would be a joy to have one or both of them as travelling companions.
I feel it is time now to be approaching the Canadian government, so

any information &you can give will be most helpful., IFor instance,
would letters from the New York Board stating the needs out in West
China, giving the certifiged statement about my term of service in
China, position on the Ginling staff, etc. be of use? You can see from
my questions that I am very inexperienced in this whole matter,

I trust that word comes from Mr, Mills, There are rumours of
a second Gripsholm; if that materializes I do hope lMr, Mills gets
a chance for that transportation, Did I tell you that Harfiet Whitmer

had visited me here for a couple days recently? She looked well,
and had regained some weight,

My work goes well; the chief trouble is that there are not
enough hours in the day.

Would you give Mr, Evans a message for me? When he sent me the
study grant, 1 took it for granted he would deduct the ammual
insurance prehium which we had spoken of, but he sent me the whole
.300, Please tell him I shall make the adjustment.

We are going to see Mistress at the Inn given at the University
theatre tonight. I am sure you must see some good plays in New York,
I go occasionally to Chicago ;3 last Saturday I saw Eve of St lMarks,

With all good wished to you, Mrs, Mills,

Very sincerely,

Posipre MG, P







1745 vrrirngton Ave., uvanston,
Larch <8, 194.

Dear I'amily,

To-morrow 1s the last dey of our ten days'holicday between quartersj
#o thile is the brief letter I promisec myself I would write to you
giving the news. 3pring seems to have some days, but the winc off
Lpke lifchigan 1s freeh and vigorous yet, and 1 found my fur coat just
right thic evening., This hasbeen un unusuelly cold winter for this
ares, and most snow there has been in many years, 1t seemed as % ough
we have had icy or wel pidewalks alternately f or mouths, The sidewalks
are in many ceses level with the lewns, or even below, 80 there is
often moieture gathered trere., I enjoy the blue skiessw much, znd the
surroundings around the university are delightfulj now thuat the 3 now
ie gpne, the gressis surprisingly green, and the trees are always a
delight. The lske husits ddily moods, too, changing from bright blue

to engry breskers on dull days.

What have 1 done with the holiday? 1 didn’t go away, but Ekiked
the charnce to settle down in the library ito do soms reading in Llizabehhan
plays; I spent one eveniug w ing to hear lme Chiang at the Chicagoe
Stadium, whichw sas cuite a novel experience: the crowdrg wexrs inleresting
~nd her spwech wonderful; she hag Americe at her feet, and we like =
much her attitudes of after-war plmmning, tthet there must bz no hatred,
that the nations must copperate in a bigger way than ever before, ohe
hag greatly&helped the caiseof China, 1 went to a movie, played briédge
twice, was lnvitedout to supper twice...s80 you sce it Lus BBen a
varied, and interesting week. 1 am so glad I didn't go away, ior now I
have accomplished a goocd deal, and fed rested toos I mustn't forget

to say that It ldied my room,..quite a job for one of my uutidy habits,

Three messages have come recently {from Lil.ian. Une dated Jan, 16
was an air-graph to Royi"I had hoped w be putting in an appearalnce
somewriére on the imerican contirvent but instead have had to coutent my-
self wkth stayiug here(Bombay,. There is no irmediate hope &4f getting
off, I fear, although something mgy turu up quickly. OUne boat left re-
cently with jusi a few passengers but unattached women were taboo., Jome
of the group found this raetherhard to take for it was the first time
they had been refused anything because they were umaarried. I am feel-
ing much better and if the climate were a bit more invigorating 1 think
1 would be looking for something to do. iot weathercomes #éavout iarch
and we hope to get off befgre that....l am having an interesting time
going to museums, porks, I_dian ballet, dnobl ghats(alundryman's quarters)
social service centres,etc, Wwe plan to see "The Pied Fiper" this week -
my & econd movie since axriving two and a half monthsa ago,"

‘hen in one day arrived two c¢clsoely written postcards written
Feb. 4 and I4, She is still in Bombay &t those dates. "idow I wish I
could tell you we would be sedling soonl I do think things look & little
more hopeful though. Ieing 3ingle, keeps ua i'rom going on anything dbut a
large boatl., OCur hostess suzgests we arrnnge marrisge jusi for the trip,
but we somehow do not feel inelined to try it out., Jome have gone teo
Africa, and if they are successful in getting away from there we may try
it out....Weather is cooler and more eomfortable, Rationing here begins
April first. Many things are hard to get/ We haven't had cakes for some
time, but we aren't suffering at all., I'm gaining weight and feeling
better.,” Fdbruary I4: "Two or three times recently we hadhigh hopes
of getting away fairly soon but wheh we followed them up there was always
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gsome snag. Being single is still a serious drawback! #e hope that

this regulation will baz chignged soon., A list of nsmes of those wishing
to go is to be sent to the powers that be this week. Ve only hope that
the 1list will be large enough to warraat the providing of a boat of » me
sort. Perhaps you had better tell me when you write next when your
school closes and whotheryou have any longish holidays in April or

May when you might be away. I'll not likely be able to let you know
when we are due to arrive but will get in touch with you immediately.

If we should go via South America I might posaibly go to see Gordon
firet . Perheps you could camae down there..... Sugar in Chengtu is

$28. = pound(it was $5. last summer]) and milk (3. a cup\60 cents when

I left). Wheat 13 the most scarce article here. lio cakes, pastry
allowed nor anything requiring flour, ““e have ncver beemn without bread
nlthough we had one or two scares, Lread is made fram an inferior
grade of flour., ...Have my ups and downs in the matter of health,

but am better than when I waein China., It certainly was grand to get
your Jaruary letter,” The dotted lines indicate news of pecple in
China vh émk you don't know. Campus life seems to go & ong there as
ususl, bdut the inflation producee &ll kinds of difficulties,

-

So Lillian may still bekin bombay. I am glad to knows he f eels so

puch better; even to think of getting work is a great change from being

en invelid for a year, It really is quite an interesting experien e she
is hating, a fine opportunity to see something of a very different kind

of country.
This week I wrote the Cenddian government ak ing for & viss back
i{n the fall when I finish here., I hope to have & mounth at least to

vigit in Canada before getting off; it likely v 11 turn out that
ther visa or passage may be delsyed so . hopeto heve good vimits with

you all,
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Mi ss Florence A, Kirk
1745 Orrington Avenue
Evanston, Illinois

Dear Florence:

I was sorry indeed to get your letter of
April 13th, saying thet it would not be possible for
you to attend the Annua] Ginling Mdeeting. Dr. Wu
is now on her way to America and will be at that
meeting, so I am particularly sorry that you feél

you cannot come, I know what examinations do for
you, however, so I can understand that you do not
feel able to give the time for a trip to New York,
If you change your mind, let us know., We should Le
very happy to see you,

I am glad to know that your sister has
gotten as far as Australia. I hope that she gets
to America soon,.

Cordially jours,

CSlsef




FLORENCE ADA KIRK
1745 ORRINGTON AVENUE
EVANSTON.ILLINOIS

ar . I'. W
De D Wu,

Welcome to Americal! It is such good news
to know you are either in this country or will
be almost at once. I hope you can stay long
enough to get a real rest, and that the actual
travel wasnot too much of an agony., How I
should like to see you and as% the many questions
that don't get into letters but which come to me
from day to day about life out there on the
campus, and the conditions in China generally.
I am haping that you may be coming this direction
or if you stay some time, perhans I can go Zast

to see you,

A cable froiw Lillian April 2nd, that she
had arrived in Australia, but no further word.
che had been feeling a good ceal better,

I am more than sorry that my work hinders
me going to New York for the meeting of the Board.
It wuld have been a joy to ave seen ¥ou, Nrs,
Thurston, and 211 the people I have not seen
since coming back, I am gled Harriet ist o go,
and I suppose Dr. Reeves will go too. A couple
weeks ago I had a wonderful evenirg with Ldith
Haight in Chicago.

P

Youwill be interested tc knw thst I had =a
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letter from the Canadian government saying that
"under the circumstances" they would grant me

a visa when 1 wasready to go back. I was
surprised they grented it so readily. So

Just as soon as I have a little clearer idea

of when I shall finish my work here, I can

sk Nr., Evans about getting reservations for me
- as he so kindly offered to do for me. 1 hsave
not written Wu 4go-i either to seewhen she
will be ready to start. I feel I must visit my
family before starting back again, It gives me
real pleasure to know that I can go back... it
will be good to be there again and to do sore
teaching after being a student so intenseively

for two years,

Please remember me to Vrs. Thurston whose
recent letter I engoyed so much, snd to Miss
VNacKinnon and the others on the Board I know.

Much love to you, and best wishes for a really
successful Board lieeting; 1 can imagine how
delighted the Board are to have you at hand.

Af?ectionate]y,




¥

Kiss Mlorence 7irk

1745

jracine TV ye 1 nes heen EXC¢ ed’,r!,j'ly

. : .
busy sirce she o Hev Yeorke, Ste is fn%t even here now, hav-
ing pone to #ashin-ion yesterdey af'ternocn, 8he has had practi-
celly no time to write letlers and lies therefore asked me to

write to you in answer to yours cof Mey lst., She rreatly eppre-

N 1 easi e

cietes your letter and the warn welcome that it expressed end
she wished me to say to you that she definitely plers to visit
Ann Arbor and will let you know when she will te there, 3She

hopes thet you nay go there to see here It vo.ld £lso be an

oprortunity to see Dr. Reeves and Yrs., Ehead,

I am sorry thet you could not be with us last week
for the Ginling Board meeting., Of course, it was an unusual
meeting because Dr. Wu wms here, and her presence meant much to
all of us, She spoke most exceptionszlly well at the luncheon
and made a great contritution in &all of the meetings tliat she
attended, She was also the speaker at the Annual Banques on
Monday night when e record crowd was cut to hear her, Ycu will
be gled to know that sghe seens fairly welkk, though the doctor
says that her blood count is low and that she must have rest
end an opportunity to build herself up., We are hoping to ar-
range for short periods of complete rest during the months of
her stay, with perhaps one longer time in the sumer, e are
not yet sure how long she will be here, but are hoping for
more time then she had at first planned,

know that Lillian has gotten as far as
Australial amdrladofe that she will soon be in America, It is
good to know that she was feeling better. Perhaps it was the

change that she needed to put her on her feet again,




Miss Florence Kirk Hay 11, 1543

We are all glad to know {het the Canadian Government
is willing to grant you a visea and make it possible for you to
get back to China, Dr. Wu is anxious to have you go as soon
as possible, Bhe elso wants ¥Wu Yao~-i to start as soon as she

cane

With all best wishes for a successful completion of
your work,

Cordially yours,




FLORENCE ADA KIRK
1745 ORRINGTON AVENUE
EVANSTON.ILLINOIS

»
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Dear ¥r., Evans, LT

In a letter I received recently from my sister
-dated iiarch 25, as she approached Australia - she
asked me to recuest the New York office if it would
pay a lie insurance premium for her, and she
would settle with you on her arrival here. It is

to ’
-r 7 /\ ,I\-; o
r., George Woolhouse S\X
The Mutual Life Assurance Co,of Canada {“Q',p
Saskatoon, Saskalcth oo M L vap é\
/ \

She didn't have w2th her the nuplker of the policy
but thought that it wouldn't matter. The amount of
the premium is .72,(Canadian currency, I presume),
Thank you in advance for doing this,

I'm sure the Annual Board lieetings must have
been most interesting, particularly since Dr. Wu
was with you and could give such firg¢thand information
of 1life on the field, and =zlos inspire with her
presence., Is it true that she is married? A
copy o?‘the Christian Science YNonitor last week
had a picture of four Chine come to U.3.A. to study
ngstTwar problems, One is Dr, Wu, and she is
witting beside Dr. Wu Ching=-cheo,"her hasband =znd
secretary of the ghigfsn inédstry of Economics,"
I was quite startle
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and wondered if the report were true or not,

Also can you give me the address of Peter and
Ruth Bannon, of the staff of the University of
Nanking? I meant to get in touch with them long
ago. Do you know if Peter is feeling well? When
he left China, I think there was some suspicion of

T.B.

With a1l good wishes, lYr. Lvans,

Very sincerely,




Moy 24, 1943

Miss Florence A, Kirk

1746 Orrington Averme
Evanston, Illimois

Dear Miss Kirk:

Your lotter of May 1Tth requests us to make payment on yowr
sister's life insuramce policy. We have commmiostéd with the Compeny
with the hope of getting the exmct data and follow through on your

suggestions,

We were most delighted to have Dr, Wu with us during ouwr
Ammel Meetings., She attended all of the Board meetings and gave a
1if'¢ which was most thrilling. She had many experiences on her trip
vhich are similar to the one you memtion, wherein she 1is depicted as
the wife of Dr. ™u, However, she is still single and apparently has
no thoughts af matrironial matters,

Our last address for Peter snd Ruth Bannon is as follows:

130 South Clinton Street
Iowa City, Iowa ’

I have heard no further developments regarding his physical well=being
and think he is progressing satisfactorily.

Very sincerely yours,




*
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FLORENCE ADA KIRK
1745 ORRINGTON AVENUE
EVANSTON,ILLINOIS

v

June 2rd 1 94 3

Dear Dr. Wu,

Your telegram came yesterday., I am so sorry
again to say "No," for 1 am busy getting ready
for final exams in my regular courses; they come
next Wednesday, I can picture you with lirs,
Rhead, and seeing Dr, Reeves and all the people
you must know in Ann Arbor., I shall be with you in

Spirit.

My "orals" went off well, so 1feel that the
biggest "hurdle" is over. The "orals" exam, was
two and a half hours(usually three, but the
professors had another short exam. that morning, so
mine wasshortened) with nine professors to question
me about the whole range of English literature,
When I left the examiration room, Dr, Bryan, the
chairman, said to me, "unofficially,""You did a
beautiful job, but we all knew you would." When
he had discussed whe examination with the other menk,
he said that they gave an enthusiastic recommendatior
for admission to Ph,D, degree. This is fof your
private gar, They have been wonderful to me here,
and I feel I have gotten a very great deal frok the
work I have put in, After these exams. areover
next week, I have my thesis to do; I have spent
half time a1l year on it, but there is still a
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Yot to be done.

A telegram from Lillian, May I7, with no
plece given as address, and thek message, ALL's WELL.
I'm expecting to have word any day that she has
arrived at some port,

Dr. Vu, what about the possibility of getting
books taken in when I enter China?

I was so sorry to hear of the death of Grace
Manyy in May, from typhoid fever and pneumonia, I
thirk, I visited lirs, Esther Lewis the other day and
we chatted away about China and news of friends. She -«
let me read recent circular letters from Olin
Stockwell and Mr. Rgppe. The inflati on is. really
alarming, and I wonder how the students and faculty
manage to eat at all adequately. It must be very
trying to have that financial trouble added to
teh general t dnsion of a long-drawnout-war. Stella's
general letter came recently,

If Lillian does not arrive in the next few days,
I hope to visit either Harriet or EZdith Haight, ar
both in between quarters for a few days. I still haven
't decided,

“hen are you going to begin getting a rest?
I trust that three months at least are 1left free
for a vacation for you. You must need it bzdly. The
people in New York spoke so appreciatively of what
you added to the Annual Board Meeting.

Affectionately,




FLORENCE ADA KIRK
1745 ORRINGTON AVENUE
EVANSTON,.ILLINOIS

I heve very good news: Lillian has arrived

1 & e ke-Nou Vv ~ ~ i | r r
in Chicaro, looking remarkabl well after
1ine months of travel and vaiting. She

LLLILO
-

, having reached Los Angele

fternoon., The last part of

on 2 navy boat; she

because herbeoat was

heir engines, and

1rer to have completed the

wu this news, and
a few days to

there woulc
. York,
ibto the 2ils of travel,etc.
priﬂj S O othes, nd has some
te d fore hinge her destination,

pnreciate it if you uld let her

"+ an earlv
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many” fritnds on the Yew Zezland boat, and enjoyed
the trip, but conditions were vwar-time
restrictive ones with very few of the comforts we
usuallyés asdociate with ses travel. Dut Lillian
will be writing you the details herself before

lonc,

1s such a relief to know she
safely; my recent lptter from her w
Yay 16, llew Zealand, so I had gciven Up expecting
her at any particular date, It is wonderful to
have her back azains afely,

I'r. Tvans, did I renort to the New York
office that Yorthwestern had extended my
felloshin for the surmer cuarter? They have been
so very good to me ever since I came; a2ltosether

ky time here hasheen most stimulatincand
nrofitable,

@Zith all good eishes to you, 2nd to Bk,

Ad A

Yrs, i1l1s, 2and the rest,
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Jul’ lg 1943,

My dear Florenom:

I am so happy to hear from #rs, Mills that your
sister Lillian has arrived @efely. I have heen
waiting anxiously from day to day hOpIn for this
news to come.

I want very mugh to know if she is planning to
come to dew York or will she go straight to
Canada? I cortainly want to see hor if it is
at all possible., Just now I am most undertain
ebout my.own plans. FYerhaps 1 shall have to
start homevard carly in September. As soon a8 1
know more about it, I shall write you further,

I shall bo particularly interested to have Lillian
write me about both her health and her financial
conditions Flease ack her to write me at her
earliest convenience, I sh:il be happy to hear
from her.

With my very West regerde to you both, I em

Sincerely yours,

Yi-fang Wu,




I745 Orrington Ave.
Evanstou, Ill., July o, 1943

Dear Dr, Wu,

I want to discuss with you this question of my proposed
return to China,

Of course I have been asking Lillian, Dr. Jean Millar, and
Miss Buchanan( these two travegled to Chicago with Lillian and
were here two days before proceeding to Canaaa) about con-
ditions of travel, etc. They were surprised that I was senri ously
considering returning just now, not so much because of the
tedious and uncesialn journey as because oI the ek living
conditions in Chengtu at the present time. Jean told me that
two aua a half months ago it required $90. a day Mex. just for
westgn food, and prices were steadily rising. She says the
present policy of the UniXted Church of Canada is the withdrawal
of those on the field who are within a year of their normal
furlough time, and mone at home are being allowed to return.

I can guess what problems have been created at Ginline
since I left on account of inflation alone, and how you have
tried to subsidize needy faculty and students alike. For myself,
I feel I should have some assurance that I could mske ends meet,
before starting out; yet, I cannot see how finances can be
forthcoming to ensure that to 211 those who are already there.
One bkg difficulty for those now going out is the g uble about
getting in supplies, for, of course, if that were ‘easily

possible, I could take a supply of clothes, drugs, soaps,etc.
The books and$ school supplies is anothef problem, too, but
Helen Loomis wrote me that some provision might be secured for
transport of those,

I wonld appreciat-~ yonr discussioen of *he whole situatfon,
My interests are closely tied up with those of China, and I have
been loo¥ing forward to going out *this fall. However, I don't
want to wndertake somethine I cannot see through; I want tn be
reasonably sure that I can make a livineg, and do efficient

work.

Lillian is getting a lot of rest, and is very apologetic
about the hours she sleeps both at night and during the day; I
think she is fortunate to be able to relax 8o completelv, She
has thirty letters to write for soldiers on the freighter who
wanted her to give their families definite word of them. She
is starting in on that Job today.

I am sorry if you have to g0 home so soon as September; that
makes me think that you will not be getting the much needed
rest that has been due you for years, Howewer, perhaps you
will not have to go then,

With all affectionate regards to yourself,

L




July 16‘ 1943,

iy doar ¥lorenc:s

I an very gldd that you wrote me and told me frankly in regard to the questions

that have been raised by the a.rival of Dr. Miller and Miss Buchanan. It is true

that because of the high cost of 1iving some missions have asked their Boards not

to send out additional missionariss and some arc even withdrawing some who are already

in Chine.

The College Board has faced the situation and so has tried to make increases in

the wastern salariss in order to mest the situation. The last motion taken at

the annual m=eting on May 7th is ae follows:; "Voted that the Bogrd of Founders nake

an additional grant of at least fifty psrcent on the Lasic sulary of the foreign staff

end mors i1f that 1s required and is in line with actions taxen by other Bourds to be-
gin as of January 1, 1943." ;

This means that the mini .um total salary is U.S.§144 a month togethsr with an exchange
rate granted by the Ministry of Finance which makss the amount ia Chinese currency,

+4320 per month. As worded in the sction, the Board set this i.crease as the minimam an.
if the other supporting boards shoald heve mede larger incremsss, then the f1:14 tressur-
er, that is YNiss friest, will have the authority to mnake corresponding increases in the
forelgn salaries at Ginling. As you know, our salary has beean always the averaze of the
single missionary salaries of the suprorting; beards.

The cost of living is changling, T know, all the time, so { do not want to say arbi-
trarily tnat the figure of Chines 34320 is adequate to guarantee you a reasenavle
living, but the two things I want to point out ars thsss. First, is that our Board
will zive eontinaed attention to this question and will try the best tney oman to enable
the missionaries to live. GSecond, a group livingz as we do in Ginling ought to be able
to zet along on an economic basis. Perhape I oaght to quelify the phruse "to zet along"
because it does indicate a basic minimum, Up to the time I left Chengtu our zroups,
bothethe Chinese and the western, hud been abdle to cet slonz. Migs “raves and Nies
Lamberton’'s group had omitted their launcheon and were boarding with the Chinese facalty
for the noon meal. But that was on the basic salary of U.S8.$108 and exchangs at only

twenty to one, ;

In regurd to personal supplied, if there is the necessity of addition in your case,
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page 2 - Mice Kirk

I should think that the College 3oard would be ready to meke grants. On the boat I
am sure you will be sble to takse enough on the amount allowed and the question to
tackls i8 only that short journey from Calcutta to Chengtu. If for the immodiate
future you should not be able to take all you want to Chengtu, you may leave things

in India for possible luter transportation.

If you should

I hope I have answered your questions on the purely financiel side.
have otner points th:t you want to know more sbout, please do not hesitate to write me.

Now I come to the important question of our desperate need for you to return. inglish
has bean tho second largest major in the number of students. It is nest only to
Soclology. ‘e need you to give direction to all tnese girls. In the program of coopers
ation with other Universitics, we certainly ought to be prepared to offer our share of
advanced courses. In addition to these two needs for the development of our inglish
Department, our group in Chengtu were looking forward to your retura as the addition
of one energetic person on the faculty. The majority of tnose thers were tired and
there were so many calls outside pure teaching that we Just had not enough senior menm-
bers of the fuculty to o around. I know that when you rnised the questions it was
not bacause you did not wish to return but was because y.u wanted to know of tne
financial provision. I do hope after you have heard of the presont condition, you
will foel satisfied to naike m definite decision to return next fell.

Dr. Hidon of the Christisn Misslonary Soclaty has mentioned thnet lirs, Gish, Miss
Lavrence end quite a few others are ready to start when they socure pascage. I am
sure that ae the situation in the Pacific improves the facilities for iravel will also
improve. I hope by the time you have finished your visit with your family it will be
much evsier to trnvel then now.

Two wesks a0 I had a big problem to consider. The Secretary-Generzl of the PuFP.Ce
cablad me to join a Mission to be sent to England in October. After careiul considerae
tion with people in New York and Washington, the conclusion was that I could not leave
America in October because I had hardly done the tidng I ceme here to do. So we cabled
that 1£ I could be pormitted to fly direct to Saglend end back here agalin efter the
work was done, I might join tne Mission. Ilowever, as I thought, they would want the
whole group to arrive in &nglund together and return to China again bringing back
messages from enjzland. The cable reply has just eome that I can be excused from Joine
ing the group. At the s:me time & cable ceme from Ruth that the Board Executive Com~
mittee in (hengtu had epproved extending my 1-ave to February. This mesns that I will
have half e y»ar more in the Stntes.

I have urged hir. svens and Mre. 2ille to start the procedure fof applying for your
passuge. 5o I would like to h-ar from you definitoly about your plens and I do hope
Very very much that your decision will be a clear effirmative ono. I recember we suge
gested November first &s the earliest date thot you misht be prepared te sail., If this
should rot be correct, plemse lct me know.

“1th all good wishes %o you end loeking forvard to hearinz from you, I am

Sinoersly yours,

Yi~fang %u.
Miss Florence A. Kirk,

1745 Orrington Avenue,
mvenston, Illinoies.




July 16, 1943

My dear Lillisn:

ihen I first heerd of your arrivel I wes going away
somewhere, so I nckod Hslen Loomis to writo to Florencs.
After that I tallked with Mr. Evane and found cut for <
sure that he had asked you to send him a statement of your
travel expenees. ithen I wrote to you from Chungking. it
was alroady too lote to catch you. Hiss iriest and I
were gotting worried about your financial needs because
of the long wait you had in India. Yowr living expenses
thers and your travel should certainly be taxen care of
by the College, becanse it wea all uus tv circumstences
not within our control.

I ax zlad tast Ylorence thinks you are gotting rest from
slseping, but she did not mention actually ow your ’
hsalth condition 1s. 2 am very sager to know if the old
trouble is bein; cured. I also want to know if you have
seen & dooctor in Chicago and what advice he gives to you.
1 do hope that now thet you have finally zot to America
your internal workings may be really improved encugh for
you to build up yoursslf. '

If you have saytaing you would like to take up with me,
plesse do not hesitute to write me. I shall be in New

york through July except for short trips in this loomlity.
1 have spent most of my time attending moetings of Com-
mittees or informal conferences, and I already nave a
rather full pregram for the fall months.

#ith kindest regards to you, I am

Sincerely yours,

Yi-fang #u.




731 - 4th Avenue (c/o Albert A. Kirk)
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada
August 9, 1943

Dear Friends:

How nice to be saying "Hello" to my friends from this continent!
Delays on the trip home were so lengthy and so " numerous that I wondered
sometimes if I wouldn't have to settle down more or less permanently in
one of the countries on the other side of the Pacific. Eight and a half
months for the trip home from China 18 a record as far as I know Florencec
made it in a month in 1941), and not being able to work for more than a
vear previous to my starting out it seems as though I hadn't done any-
thing useful for quite a long time., I am glad to say I gained strength -
and a great deal of weight - on my "ocean cruise" and am feeling much

better than a year ago.

My memories of the eleven-hour plane trip from Chungking to Calcutta
are anything but pleasant except for the magnificent view (from 18,000
feet) of the Himalayas at sunrise with range after range of snow-clad
peaks glinting in the sunshine. I bellieve this was the very "highest"
highlight of the whole trip although the ocean in a storm can almost come
up to it. Even though it was early November, Calcutta was sweltering
and we saw numerous buffalo collapsed in the street. After the raln and
cold of Chungking, it seemed pretty awful to us and of course the way we
were clad did not help. You no doubt have heard of the layers of clothes
people wear on the plane in order to get things in or out of China., I
did not have on nineteen layers as one lady I know of did but I did wear
a woolen suit and a light coat and carried another coat. Calcutta
claimed us for two weeks while visas and passports were attended to.but

I did not feel equal to doing anything in the way of sightseeing. I
When

mast tell you one amusing thing which happened to us while there.
w2 were settling up at the swank hotel we stopped at until we found a
nission which kindly took us in, we discovered that the servant who
half-heartedly looked after our needs was a "personal" servant and of
course was not satisfied with the ordinary tip we were going to give
him, He claimed he told us when we arrived but I have a feeling that
not even the heat or exhaustion of going through customs would make us

slip up on a thing like that. With the prospect of getting a boat in
Bombay the beginning of December, three of us started out by train for
Agra, Delhi, and Central Indla.

I know I am expected to say that the Taj Mahal set in a garden of
cypress trees with 1ts screens and panels of plerced marble and inlay of
precious stones was the most beautiful thing of the trip but 1t seemed
to me too elaborate, too perfect. I saw it by moonlight too when it 1s
supposed to be most beautiful. The large dentral dome 1is encased 1in
bamboo and some protective covering "for the duration". Some people
seemed to think me a bit queer when I told them I preferred the old fort.
With its red sandstone walls seventy feet high, ramparts one and a half
miles long, maze of courtyards, elephant stables, jasmine tower, pearl
mosque and rosewater baths, it was a fascinating and Intensely Inter-
esting place. On the plains of Delhi where seven cities have risen and
been destroyed now stands a splendid city with same beautiful modern
sections. Much of the country between Delhl and Central India 1s seml-
desert, It was here we saw caravans of camels, thirty or more with
heads tied to the tail of the one in front. We were told the reason
for the supercilious appearance of the camel. The Indian has ninety-
nine names for Mohammed; the camel knows one hundred. No part of India
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has the swept-clean look of China and the people did not seam as thrifty,
as cheerful or as patient as the Chinese. We saw a bit of rural India .
at Ratlam where I visited a few days with Mildred Cates and Florence
Gruchy, both University of Saskatchewan graduates. Then on to Bombey
where we waited - and waited - and from where we did not like to move

for fear a boat should turn up suddenly.

O

It 1s difficult to give my impressions of India even after a stay
of four months there. Along with 1ts superstitions and caste problems,
there seems to be a mental lethargy and certainly progress is slow and
there is much unrest. Independence for their country 1s the thought
uppermost in the minds of many Indians and some are quite frank in say-
ing they could not see a workable plan for the future because none of

the groups are willing to compromise.

Bombay 1s a fascinating place with 1ts amazing variety of costumes
and headdress., Some of the things which stand out in my memory are the
richly-clad Parsees (the wamen always in silk), the velled Mohammedan
women, the splendid looking Sikhs, the Hindus with their earrings and
palnted emblems on foreheads, the travelling beggar orchestras in uni-
form, the sacred cows wandering at will helping themselves to bananas
or cabbages or whatever they fancied in the food stalls and only turned
away with a gentle slap if they became too demanding (some are led about
by women of the sweeper class carrying a handful of grass and to gain
special recognition from the gods one buys a wisp of hay and feeds it to
the animal), sleek bullocks with gllded horns and hooves and painted
spots over their bodies trotting along like ponies with their loaded
carts, laundrymen beating their clothes on stone slabs, educated Indians
with their beautiful, precise English, tailors squatting cross-legged in
front of legless sewing machines, Gandhi's followers recognizable by
thelr coarse white cotton caps, and the cartloads of bananas. I could

go on indefinitely but I guess this is a good place to stop. Visits to
the Haffkine Institute where the special attraction was seeing snake
venom belng extracted, an exhibition of Indian dancing, the Towers of
Silence - great circular walled places where the Parsees place their
dead so the wvultures may eat the flesh, and the ritual of a Hindu baby

getting 1ts bath were all most Interesting.

Mealtimes in India were very peculiar and each place we visited had
a different schedule. I will tell you of just one. We had "1little
breakfast" served on a tray in our bedrooms at seven o'clock consisting
of fresh fruit (usually a banana and a custard apple), toast, jam and
tea. At ten-thirty we had "big breakfast" with porridge, an egg or fish
dish, toast, jam, coffee and fresh fruit. Tea came at four o'clock when
we had the usual afternoon tea things along with a salad or stewed fruit
and cottage cheese. The last meal of the day was dinner at eight when
we had everything from soup to nuts. The bananas, buffalo milk, fish,
chicken, coffee, pineapple and other delicacies tasted so good after be-
ing so long without them. We had a Christmas afternoon picnic at the
beach with the American Methodist group who were so very good to us dur-

ing our stay in Bombay.

In between shopping and slght-seeing tours we called on shipping
companies and most of them told us that freighters were not allowed to
take single women gnd that there was no passenger boat in sight. Some
contemplated temporary marriages with men goinﬁ home and some who had
permanents were accused of "setting their caps”, Towards the end of
February, a Saturday morning about eleven o'clock, word came that one

/
|

/
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Llanadlan could leave the next morning at elght. Imagine waiting four
months and then not having longer than that to do the final packing! I
was the fortunate one in getting off on this boat but as it turned out
those who started a month later were home one week before me, Our ship
had engine trouble. It seemed to be the only one in those waters with
women on it and when other ships came near enough the sailors would wave
frantically, sometimes using their blankets, and we used anything we
could get our hands on to wave back. Passengers numbered ten, four
women and six men. The men passengers were all members of the army or
1avy. The ship was a sort of "International House" with thirteen
nationalities, chiefly European. Our captain was an unusual man, a
Norweglan born in Greece, educated in Spain, nine months a prisomer in
Germany and he wants to become an American citizen. The officers! din-
ing-room where we ate had four tables for four, two chesterfields back
to back down the centre and it also served as smoking-room, reading and
card room. Fifty times round the deck made a mile. On two sides we had
to walk single file and at two corners duck under stalrways. When it
rained there was not a dry spot anywhere but I made a practice of going
out for an hour no matter how bad the storm. Food was plentiful and
good. Besides three meals at eight, twelve and five we could have morn-

.

Ing and afternoon coffee and we regularly raided the ice-box at night.

In Australia the captain went ashore to arrange for the taking on
of supplies and came back about three hours later with word that the
ship would have to pull into dock because it was too stormy to bring out
eggs. When the surveyors (engineering) got talking matters over, they
decided to do some repairs and we stayed three weeks. The Australians
told us that being "way down under" they did not see many travelers.

Off agaln and south into cold, stormy weather. We never tired watching
the albatross, some with a wing-spread of seventeen feet. Their effort-
less flight was like a poem and they seemed tireless although we did see
them sitting on the water occasionally, having conferences, we satd.

We just crossed the international date line when our engines stopped
completely for several hours. How many of you have had the experience
of having two Good Fridays and no Easter Sunday? You perhaps have al-
ready guessed that we turned back and you are quite right - to New Zea-
land where a cookie is a "biscuit" and movies are "flicks" and where the
people are so friendly and so healthy-looking. I fell quite 1n love with
the country and can quite understand why so many of the marines want to
go back there to live. They have a splendid social security scheme with
pensions, free medicines and hospital treatment, a forty-hour week,
state designing and bullding of houses, etc. There are practically no
11literates and 1t 1s possible to go from kindergarten through univer-
sity without paying a penny in fees. Social invitations during our
three-week stay became so numerous that we had to be firmm and refuse
many of them. At last the ship was ready to make a fresh start and we
got just across the date line agaln when our engines stopped. Some
thought the bump was too much for the ship! This time we had two Thurs-
days and no Saturday. Back agaln to New Zealand and when the captaln
found we might be held up for some time he suggested that we make ar-
rangements to trans-ship. Four of us, two women and two men, got pas-
sage on 4 naval ship. What a difference in the two ships! We now had
to carry life belts with us all day and have them handy at night. There
was no leaving them under the bed to be brought out for the occasional
Sunday morning drill. We ate cafeteria style from metal trays divided
into compartments. What work was done in bedrooms was done by the oc-
cupants, Regulations were strict with punishments listed for those who
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disobeyed. It was interesting to have traveled on the two types of
ships and the naval ship got us home in a hurry even though it did not

always keep to a straight course.

I think now

Home at last after spending four months on boats.
I am en-

that I will be content to spend the rest of my life on land.
joying the lovely grass and trees of Evanston, the pretty things in

the stores, the new ways of packaging food stuffs and the new materials.
So far I have no plans other than visiting my family. When I am ready
for work perhaps something will turn up. I have been getting such nice
replies from letters I wrote to families of the crew on the freighter.
Some had not heard from their sons for more than a year. I hope thils

letter will make up in part for the way I have neglected you, and please

do write., With good wishes to you, fji;J@
ﬂ,@&an\/ }' * =

Dear Friends, much-neglected:

It is good to have Lillian here, leoking remarkably well after her
adventurous six years in China and on the high seas. She has spurred
me on to add a little to her account of the journey home. For my in-
frequent letters to you, I have only the old excuse - work.

I am finishing up what have been for me two delightful years of
econcentrated study, summers included, at Northwestern. One big hurdle =-
the "orals" - 1s over: the three-hour oral examination with nine pro-
fessors to find out what one does not know. My last examination will
be on my dissertation in early October. Now I am spending full time
trying to get it in order. It has been a most interesting piece of re-
search, a critical edition of The PFPaithful Shepherdess by John Fletcher
(about 1610). If my thesis is accepted, I shall be finished, and my
doctorate degree awarded next June. The English Department here has
been all that is helpful and inspiring. The fellowships grantecd for
last year and this summer have helped to balance the eveor-troublesome

budget.

After my dissertation exam., I shall go to Canada for &4 month -
and T hope longer - before starting back to China. The Canddian govern-
ment has promised me a visa, and our Ginling College Board in New York
are working at the problem of getting me a passage, not an easy thing
these days. We have cheery accounts of 1ife¢ in Chengtu wherc I shall
be returning, but inflation makes 1life increasingly difficult. The
general price level in May was 62 times normal; that mecans that a man's
sult would cost $200 in U. S. Currency, and shoes $45. Our salaries
have been adjusted to meet the situation, but there must be many Chinese
who cannot get any such adjustment. It 1s fortunate that Chengtu 1s on
a very fertile plain where most vegetables and fruits are available, but
they say everything is very expensive, even if grown at one's door.

Today we expect Gordon from Florida to visit us. He 1s coming
north for a hollday, and to save Lillian a hard trip south to hot damp
weather. His Range Experimental Station is making real progress.

With all good wishes, S D




1745 DOrrington Ave.,
Evanston, Ill.,
September 17, 1943

Dear Mr. Evans,

Have you managed to get any holiday this summer? I hope
you have, Did Dr. Wu's August holiday materialize? I wish
she could have had three months free from business, but I suppose

that is impossible.

My sister has left for Canada to-night. She has spent a
good deal of time the last two months at the clinie, and they
find that she has several varieties of amoeba. She is now
startingon a second course of treatment, and hopes that soon
she can get rid of them, and gain in strength. . She looks much
better than when she arrived, but tireées very easily.

The thesis nears campletion, but goes more slowly than I
had anticipated. I get expert advice on it, though, and that
makes it a pleasure., I hope to have it finished and the
final exam, on it done by October 15. It has kept me very very
bugy, and it will be good to have it completed.

There are several matters I should like to have your
opinion about:

l. Miss Loomis wrote im the early summer that there was
a possibility of getting books and supplies taken from Igdia
to China by some route. What do you know about this? If there
is such a route open, what number of books should I plan to
take? I have two or three dozen books here that would be
invalubble for work there, ahd I should like to purehase a
couple dozen books for use by classes, but will not do this
if there is little chance of getting them into China. Of course,
I shall cut down on the number if necessary, but it would help
if I could have some idea of the probabilities.

2. Someone thought shht drugs could now be sent in by air-
mail ©® China from India. Do you have arny information concerning

this?

Ze I do not know what to do about my insurancd policies.
With the steady rise of prices in China, I think that even adjusted
salaries must be all consumed in buySng food, and it would, of
course, be impossible to save., After pajging on these policies
for so many years, I should not like to let them drop. They
amount to $2005 a year, not counting the pensions insurance
scheme with Ginling.
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4. I have been in communication with the Canadian
Government about the necessary endorsement of my passport.
Since I am going into Canada, I am advised to get the endorse-
ment in Canada, in order to save complications.

5. Is there any hint of a possible sailing date, or
port of departure? It seems rather a pity to take things into
Canada just to bring them back to U.S.A. in a few weeks, but
if the sailing date isindefinite, that would be the& better
way. Is there any information about a date before which there
would not be a passage? I can quite understand that such
chances may open up suddenly and no information can be
secured long in advance. As we read the papers, we think
and wonder what developments in different areas means as regards
civilian travel. I realize that the travel accomodations of
one civilian is a very small matterin the sum total of

world events these days.

6. It was very good of Dr. Wu to suggest that the
Ginling Board might spare me $100s for outfitting allowance.”

I should greatly appreciate that,

7. If my departure is dedayed, I should be only too
happy to go on a reduced furlough salary, were it not fdar
my life insurance lidbilities, I can imagine the financial
stress these days when inflation in China daily makes even
gold of less and dess value. Recently Miss Bertha Hensman
told us that she had a report from Chengtu that the price
index is 10,700; that is almost incredible, and must work

untold hardlhip,particularly on Chinese people. 0, how I
wish that somehow prices could be controlled! This country
is very wise to foresece the dangers of inflati on, and guard

against such a situation,

I do not know if I have told you that my brother from
Flordda was here for a ten dgys' visit, since it seemed
difficult for my sister to go south just now. I have been
very fortunate in having two members of my family here; they

both like Evanstop very much,

8. Is there any use of trying to take films into China?
For instance, can the films of Ettie Chin's good camera (I
mean the Ginling camera she usually operates) can be sent oyt
to be finished? Perhaps it was just the color films that had
to be sent to America, I realize the importance of getting
publicity material to this country at such a critical time

as this,

I must close now. Whatever information yoy can give,
will be most welcome,

With all good wishes to you, to Dr. Wu of course, and

the rést of the Ginling people,
Sincerely,
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September 20, 1943

Miss Florence Kirk
1745 Orrington Avenue
Evanston, Illinois

Dear Miss Kirk:

Your letter of September 17th ceme to hand this morning and
I am snswering immediately:

1. At the present time there is little chance of getting
books from Indis into China. Several Chinese who are
returning at the present time are taking their books
as far as India with the hope that they ocan be held
there wntil comditioms ochange. Of oourse, that s al-

ways a possibility.

The omly drugs that are going in at the present time are
under priorities granted by the Govermmemt, of which a
copy must be given to the individual earrying the drugs.
This does mot apply, of course, to any individual supply
which you may wish to take for persomal use.

There have beeen adjustments in salaries of all staff
members and presumably the allowance for insurance has
been taken eare of. We are not familiar with the exmot
smount being paid, but it was reported last week that a
request had been received from mission board«supported
staff for allowsnces up to $300,00 per momth. I would
not advise against canceling the insurance until you find
out the actual conditioms.

We are glad to know that the passport question is béing
solved satisfactorily.

There is no information regarding sailing date or port of
departure. As a matter of faect, in the final amalysis it
will mean living om a twenty-four hour leeway as in some
instances passages are made available over night. One cowple
going to China got off about three weeks ago and Saturday a
oabled message from India indicated they had arrived there.
Confidentially, this would mean that they wemt through the

Mediterranean Sea.
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)

The best we can do is to keep you informed of pregress of
others that have been listed, and there are sbout fifty

shead of youw.

Agreeable to Dr. Wu's suggestion, we are enclosing cheeck
for $100,00 for re-fitting allowance. We presume you wish
to take advantage of amy purehasing between now and the
”ilm‘ date.

We do not think it advisable to make amy change in youwr
furlough salary. While it is true the index has gone
shead with leaps and boumds, yet the merchants, farmers
and laborers are well take care of. It is the white

collared class which is suffering.

I do not thimk that there is muoh chamge of getting ilms
into China ancd believe that they can be secured there te
bettei advantage. We have tried it in two instances and
have failed both times, snd have comsiderable quantity om

our hands at the present time,

I am wondering what progress is bein; made with imosulatioms and
if you Mave dhecked with your Govermment om all of the necessary steps for

sailing to China,
With best wishes from all of us, I am
Very sinocerely yours,

C. A. EVANS




1745 Orrington Ave,,
Kvenston, Ill., Oct. 15.

Dear kr, Evans,

I had recently a letter from the Department of External
Affairs in Canada regarding the procedure necessary to
g0 through previous to leaving for China. There are two
things I must do - if I deave from a Canadian port, i.e.
gsecuré exit permit from the /cting Director of Immigzation,
LUepartment of Mines and Kesources, Ottawa, and secure
permission to leave the country from the Foreign Exchange
Control Board in Ottawa. (Also, I must interview the
National Sel€ctive Service authorities regarding my
departure, no matter what port I sail from,) I wondered it
I should get this permission, imsecaB@cEsshould leave from
a Canadian port, or whether there is any certainty that I
shall not leave froma Canadian port, thus making this
procedure unnecessary.

I am so glad you suggested my writing to get full
detd 1s of the procedure necessary for leaving the country;
I had understood from the previous communications with the
Canadian govermment that the visa was g1 that was necessary.

With all good wishes,

Sincerely,




e e 9VA modymitrO GAYI

eﬁ 50 ¢ .f[[ Q"(\\"",",TF?V\';

I 7o tmemdrsosd odd moxt 1933efl s vIFmeosT bsn

o} YIs8z29090 atuhesorqg snd wmibyspet ghsnsy ni arTIsTIA

ow? 918 9191 B8OiND weY nitves! 03 spolvera dumoxdd
9.1 (3100 8ibssO 8 mox? ovaef I *t - ob Yzwurr I ernoind
roldszEnimmi Yo Todioerid myoido.. ofdd mox Fimroq tixe é&rUOSE
o1uo2e bns 8wsddO .z90vmoeei brs esrmild Yo tosmIrsgsv
snnmsrox¥ ngistoW odd mox?¥ vyrinueo odd avesl o molzalrrrag
orfd woiviodnt Yeum I (o08IA) .swsdtO ni Hryeof Ifordmed
ym gnibvamaet eetdltrodtus eotvrsc svidowlsE [snmoidsid
3t bersbhrnow I (.mor ™ L[ise 1 3¥roq 3ecfw T9ddsm o or1udrscsh

mox? ovial blwodezfc«S@mo~8f . oolzelmreg eidfd 3oy blwode

1 s8N vinlsireo yns 2l or1ad? Toddadw 10 3T0C N8 bsnsO
ettt onidsm sudd (droq neibened s moxrt ovsel tor [lLsre

cVI8E2909(I0N 9TNH2OOTY

¢

[Iu? 35y o molditw ym batzeuzre wov hsly oe ms I
ivriagoo odd umives[ 10l yvre=e999n otubsoorg odd o =1L Bl1ob
afd diiw enoitsoinummos ewoivexg odt mort boodzrebmy Dsed

viseeeoan esw tsdt [ B zsw selv odld Jedd 2osmnrevoRr neibson.

Bo0@iw boomg [Is fFiV




nher <,

Miss Florence Kirk
) .
b/“ Dr. J. C. Kirk
trngus worset
rina, Sasrabciewal

L n(“r &

axecutive Committae of the Ginling

vt ene Ve Yipgd ¢ letter from

Board =a

you sayir cor~lated 111 the werk for your

egrae. Lis ia good rews indeed, ¢rd Share -us o gnentaneous \,xpreuion
of ;leasure or. the part of all those present, i a5 instructed to write
to vou ofiering the leartiest congratulatiors of the Toars, en? their
deop satisfaction that you have made further progress in ypur prepara-
tions to return to China by having completed all ywur irocguletions.

May I add wy personal word of corgrat lations s

4

-
{

i

~?
go?

[ thirl I'r. %u ha:z written sugpesting that ou come to
hew York {or awiile beflore you seil. I have ro copy of lLer letlter, so
do not krow wxactly what she said, but I do krow that we would all be
most happy to see you, ond hope tha. 1% will e possible for you %o
come. Of course wa do not want to interfere »Lth a really setisfactory

igit with your ferily “efors lenving, but you may bo sure of & hearty

welcome here whenever you can arrange to comee.

vou about arrangepents for

Hr, Evans will be writing
passaze. Lt was the unanimous feelins of the Executive Cormmittee

that we wanted to arrange for you to sail at the earliest possible
I

date, as Dr. Wu stressed acain the gre&t noed in Chengtu. ion will

brirg new li’e and strength to them.
Looking forward to seeiny you 'efore long,

Affectionately yours
N 4 P

Hrg, W, Plumer Millg




Saskatoon, Sask.,
731 Fourth Ave. N.,
November 8,1943

Dear Dr. Wu,

I greatly appreciated your 1letter and Mrs, New's
which arrived before 1 got to Saskatoon. Yex, it is
good to have a long grind finished; I enjoyedit
thoroughly until the 1last two or three weeks when it
got too hectic to be any fun.

This is just a note to tell you how my plans are
progressing. There is no trouble about passport or
getting permission from the Finankce Board to leave
Cahada. When on the alvice of the National Selective
Service Ottawa in a letter arriving this morning I
jnterviewed the office here in Saskatoon this afternoon,
the man said there was a possibility that Danada would
not let me go, but he thought they would., He is
hurrying up my application by sending it air-mail and
asking them to wire a reply, but he thought itawould
two or three weeks to get a reply. I shall let you
know the decision at once, and should be ready to 1leave
for New York as soon as word comes. He thought it would
be a good thing to write a letter to acecompany the
application, giving informati on about my work in
China. I have written that letter, and have told
them you were in U.S.A. add given the address where
you could be reacheg. The man in the office thought
Canada wished to keep every citizen here to work, and
that general principle might even be applied in my
case, I myself think there will be no trouble.

Tomorrow Lillian and I start off to Lawrence's -
only 200 miles, but an out-of-the-way place, 80 that
it takes 1% days to get there by very slow trains,and
staying over night, etc. The weather is still good
and we hope to make the visit ©before wint er sets in.
It is a joy to be home and to breathe this invigorating

ddr.

You are all most gracious in your letters of
congratulation., To-day I got Mrs, Mills' nice letter.
It was good of Mrs. New to be so generous about her
suite, and 1 shall be writing herbefore long.

Yes, I can guess at the difficulties that

arise as the war continues d 1life get d mkre
difficult. I am sure they g?ss you gﬁ %r§f£§ EB
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meet such situations.
me
Ruth wanted/to ask& gpou if you could t ske some
Parke Davis Thyroid Emplete for her . She wants 500 of
the 2-grain size. What you cannot take, I shall try
to get in to her.

Lillian sends her good wishes along with mine.
She received your letter when she arrived. She is feel-
ing much better and will start on her courseof
treatments to get rid of the amoebae when she returns
from Lawrence's.,

Affeetionately,

Kot e Sy




Bics Florence A. Kirk
7Z21 Fourth /ve.ue North
Sasglkgqtoon, Sasl,

Cerada
Dear Mlorence:

Dre Wu hes ked m o acknowledge your letter of
Novemter 8th. Che was ve rep;y indeed to hear from you end
to know that you are feelin_ confident cf securing your pags=-
' ins askec you to send

e

port without diflicult i
her the name of te.person who atlending tc this applica-

tion for you, o stoteents

vith sn officl

Vu hes askec ie to s, that she wi be very
glad to tek Le thyrold e lets Tor Tut it your ldea
to have Dr. Wu secure these tahlets, or are you planning to
get &1l of them end send them to Dr, Vu?

As you probadbly know, Dr. Wu had not expacted to
start back tntil about the end of January., However, she has
had letters and cables from China thet heve made Ler decide
to change her plans and return earlier. She now expeects to
leave by, the end of December or the first of January., Natu-
rally, we are very reluctant to see her cancel engagenents
made here, and also are sorry that she will not have a
chence for longer rest before returning, However, I know
that conditions in the College weigh so heavily upon her
that perheps whe will really be happier to start back sooner
than she had expected,

I hope that it will be possible for you to spend
some time with us in New York before you sail. With all best
wishes to you and your sister,

Affectionately yours,
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721 Fourth Ave., .
Sas¥atoon, Sask,
November 24,1943

Dear lMr. Evans,

There are two matters I want to discuss with you. The first is
in conneegtion with entrance into the United States. It seems that
the simnlest metrod of entrance is to ohtain a transit certificate.
Concerrine this I svall ocuote from the letter sent me by the
American Consul=ate in Regina:

Xou misht enter the United 3tates with & transit certificate
but bhefore this ray pronerly he issued it woitld be
necessary for wvou to hrve assurance that transport:s +1ﬁr will
be provided and at lenst anvyroximate dates, Iio -
exit pemit will re recuiredif vou enter with a transit
certificate unless there is an important departure
from your itinerary. This itinerary must be prepared
in advance and suvnplied in three copies to the United
>tates Immigrataon suthorities at the port where you
'or a2 #ransit mertificate it will be necessary t

nroofs that your nass=2ce has heen proviied in

nresent
"

tion to the rffAIVPTP"T” for a nonirmicsrant visa.

It seemed to me that a letter from the Ginling College Board

stating that passage was being secured , and that the Board was
takine the responsibility for securing this,would be all that the

American Government woild require %Xn proof of transportation. What

do you think? As to itiner=rvy, mv »nlans are to stay a couple days

at Sault Ste, llarie, and a few days at Lvanston on my way to wew York/
If vou think that it would be better to heve the itinerary on the
letter you write, mirht these facts be put in, but hlan¥s left for
‘ates, to he filled in vhen I see vhat would be suitabhle after
securing the Tinal permission to leave Canada from Uttawa?

Perhanps you have had similar situations to handle. I thought once
that a Visitors' Visa or lonimmigrant Visa would be the thing to
et, but the difficulty with this is that en Exit Permit from the
it ed States would the be required, and this apparently usually
kes Z0 days to secure after arriving in the United States, and
=ny pascage s-cured bPefore this was applked for would not be

available!

£
17
uY

£a

The second ratter is in connection with a typewriter. Lillian
woul« very much like to secure one, and she wondered if we might
arrange for the Ginling College Board to purchase one for us at
the redueed rate( An Underwood Portable) and I would take it from
New York with me to China, leaving mine which you secured for me
fwo years ago for Lillian, I realize tha* typewriters are difficulg
to secure, and this may now not be vossible, In that event, I shall
take my present machine with me, and she &will do what she can to get

one here, but of course, without any discount.




November 24 1 94 8

Dear Nr, Evans,

I forgot the matter which was to be the subject of my next
letter to you, so shalladd it as an extended postscript. The
Great West Life Assurance Company tells me that my premium which
came due in October has been paid by the lrving Trust Company of
New York. I am at& a loss to understand this, and wonder if by
any chance the Ginling College Board has praid this premium for me.

Sincerely,

Honc A O
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721 Fourth Ave, llorth
3askatoon, Sask., November 26,1947

Dear lr, Lvans, A
Vo

I am enclosing the completed Application for Clergy Certificate
and my last year's book, IMany thanks for seeing to this for me.

I're Lvans, I think there will be no trouble about getting Ottawa
to add a visa for Portugal, as the chief concern seems to be visas for
countries beyond the VWestern Illemisphere. At any rate I am writing
the Immigration department asking them to add tris i< vossible, You
say I shall need an "immigrant visa" to the United 3States. In the light
of what I w ote you a few days ago,do you n-t think that the "transit
visa"is better? Lillian had that, and vhen she neeaed to stay longer
than the time provided she had no trounle in securing extensions. I éo
hope that the llediterranean route is nossible: it sounds nmuch sneedier,

I édo not know that there h=s heen any uncerstanding ahout maintenance
for me this year, As you know I was or reguldr salsry from the time I
arrived until the end of Ausust 7942(I thirnk that was the time) amnd the
rinling Boerd granted me a srecial study allowance of $200, and just this

fall an allowance of $100, for outfitting prior to geturning to China.

That, I think, is the summary of the financial tran<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>